Early Childhood Studies Portfolio

ARTIFACTS

Artifacts are documents that you select to include in your portfolio to provide evidence of your competency in relation to the NAEYC standards.  

You should begin thinking about your selections and saving artifacts as soon as you begin your first class at Plymouth State.  Artifacts may come from your early childhood classes or from other classes that you have taken at PSC or elsewhere.  When you select class assignments as artifacts, we require that you include work that shows the instructor’s comments and the grade, rather than printing a clean copy.  It may also be helpful to include the guidelines for the assignment that you are using as an artifact.

You may also select artifacts related to experiences you’ve had working with young children and families, such as service learning, volunteer work, and/or summer work experiences.  

Here are some ideas for Portfolio Artifacts:

Photographs with detailed captions

Self-evaluation forms (e.g., class participation self-evaluation)

Items created as teaching tools (e.g., observation or assessment forms, schedules, forms, teaching materials, activity plans or lesson plans)

Unit plans

Plans for learning centers

Floor plans or classroom designs you have developed

Classroom budgets you have developed

Reading log entries

Reading response entries

Responses to case studies

Research or opinion papers you’ve written

Take-home exams

Booklets or brochures you have developed

Newsletters you have produced or contributed to

Reading lists you have developed

Pen pal analysis

Assessment of a child’s literacy development

Observations

Work that demonstrates your knowledge of content areas (math, science, social studies, 

  language arts, music, fine arts, health, etc.)

Videotape or DVD of your teaching (with supporting documentation)

Rubrics with feedback from your professors and/or cooperating teachers

Teaching evaluations/feedback on your teaching

Peer critique/feedback on your teaching

Self-reflections on your teaching

Lesson plans 

Critiques of educational software/instructional uses of technology

Letters or other communications to parents

Notes/cards/letters/e-mails from others, such as parents, cooperating teachers, employers,    or instructors

Letters of recommendation

Awards/honors certificates

Newspaper articles about and/or photographs of you or your work

Conference programs/descriptions for conferences you have attended or participated in (such as the Early Childhood Studies Showcase)

Professional organization membership card

Evidence of participation in community events or advocacy projects

Activities or projects related to Early Childhood Club or other club activities

Early Childhood Studies Portfolio

ARTIFACT REFLECTION

For each artifact that you include in your portfolio, you should write an “Artifact Reflection” and attach it to the artifact.  The Reflection is your self-assessment of your competency, based on the artifact.  Be sure to review the NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation carefully before you write your Artifact Reflection, so that you can describe in detail how the artifact relates to the standards.

Your Reflection should be headed “Early Childhood Studies Portfolio: ARTIFACT REFLECTION” and should give your name and the date on which the Reflection was written.  

In your Reflection, write detailed and thoughtful responses to each of the following questions:  

DESCRIPTION:

Describe the artifact you have selected, the context in which it was produced, and why you have chosen to include it in your Portfolio.

RELATIONSHIP TO NAEYC STANDARDS:

Indicate which of the NAEYC standards for professional development this artifact best represents.  Why?  

REFLECTIONS:

Reflect on how this artifact represents what you learned from an experience and the specific competencies that you have developed.  In other words, what did you learn?  What insights have you gained?  What do you know and what are you able to do?  How did you grow?  What have you realized about what else you need to know and what skills you need to develop in relation to this standard?

SIGNIFICANCE:
Explain how your thinking has been affected by the experience represented by this artifact.  Why are the insights and understanding that you noted above significant to your growth as an early childhood professional?  How will the understandings you have gained help you in the future?

