Early Childhood Studies Portfolio

VOCABULARY

Artifact
Documents and other materials that the candidate selects to include in her/his portfolio to provide evidence of competency in relation to the NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation.  Each artifact that is selected for the Professional Growth Portfolio should have an accompanying “Artifact Reflection,” written by the candidate.  The Reflection is the candidate’s self-assessment of her/his competency based on the artifact.  (Refer to list of Artifact examples.)

Candidate
Refers to the college student enrolled in the Early Childhood Studies program.  The Early Childhood Studies major is a candidate who will one day become an early childhood professional.

Competencies

The knowledge, skills, and dispositions that indicate the candidate’s capacity to function as an early childhood professional.  These competencies are described in the NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation.

Creed

A statement of fundamental beliefs.  Early Childhood candidates will be required to craft these statements to demonstrate their understanding of course content and core principles of early childhood education and the implications of these principles for their practice.

Dispositions
“The values, commitments, and professional ethics that influence behaviors toward students, families, colleagues, and communities and affect student learning, motivation, and development as well as the educator’s own professional growth.  Dispositions are guided by beliefs and attitudes related to values such as caring, fairness, honesty, responsibility, and social justice.  For example, they might include a belief that all students can learn, a vision of high and challenging standards, or a commitment to a safe and supportive learning environment” (NCATE, 2000).  (See list of Early Childhood Dispositions.)

Knowledge
Refers to the candidate’s understanding of early childhood studies, based upon “empirical research, disciplined inquiry, informed theory, and the wisdom of practice” (NCATE, 2000).

NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation
The guiding standards for initial early childhood teacher preparation programs, developed by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  The standards encompass five areas in which early childhood professionals are expected to be competent: Promoting Child Development and Learning; Building Family and Community Relationships; Observing and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families; Teaching and Learning; and Becoming a Professional.

Portfolio  
A collection of production and artifacts chosen to document one’s own competencies in relation to the NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation.  Through the selection process, the early childhood student is encouraged to reflect on her/his own learning and development as a professional.   


The Professional Growth Portfolio, maintained by the student during her/his 

undergraduate experience at PSC, documents the student’s ability to establish 


and meet personal and professional goals, in relation to the NAEYC Standards.

The Presentation Portfolio is developed by the student during her/his last semester at PSC.  It represents the transition from student to professional, and encourages a lifelong habit of reflection.

Portfolio Review

The process through which the candidate and her/his assigned faculty reviewer assess the candidate’s growth and development in relation to the NAEYC Standards.  The process involves goal-setting and reflection on goal achievement on the part of the candidate, as well as feedback and guidance on the part of the faculty reviewer.  Each candidate will work with the same faculty reviewer during her/his time in the program.  Portfolio reviews will take place at least annually.

Productions

Documents required of all candidates in early childhood courses.  Productions are assigned in early childhood courses and are designed to assess candidate competencies in relation to one or more of the NAEYC Standards.  Productions are graded by the faculty teaching the course.  Every Early Childhood candidate is required to include all of the assigned Productions in her/his Portfolio.

Reflection

“A cognitive process and open perspective that involves deliberate pause to examine beliefs, goals, or practices in order to gain a new deeper understanding that leads to actions improving the learning of students” (UNH Institute on Disability, 2000).  

Skills
The ability to apply content, professional, and pedagogical knowledge competently.
