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Introduction  
 
This document is a reference to supplement the report of findings from the second random sample 
scientific survey of property owners in towns in the Newfound Lake Watershed. This report presents the 
results for responses to all questions in the survey in both tables and bar charts, and includes all written 
comments received as well.  
 
The Newfound Lake watershed is a uniquely beautiful and rural watershed in New Hampshire that is 
home to residents of nine distinct towns. The watershed is valued for its beauty and as an essential 
economic resource in the region, and Newfound Lake itself has high scenic value and very good water 
quality at the present time. Like many regions of New Hampshire the Newfound Lake watershed is 
experiencing social and economic changes, including population growth and related impacts on water 
quality. As a result it is a pivotal time for ensuring the long-term health and beauty of the watershed by 
developing a Watershed Master Plan for the Newfound Lake Region. 
 
To meet the need for social data in this planning project two random sample scientific surveys of 
residents of the Newfound Lake Watershed were conducted as part of the watershed plan development 
process. 
 

 
Research Methods 
 
The self-administered questionnaire survey was administered to property owners in eight towns in the 
watershed. When developing the sample the goal was to sample property owners, keeping in mind that 
decisions that affect the watershed are made at the town level. Ultimately the randomly selected 
sample included 1,500 property owners selected at random from town records of property owners in 
the watershed, and details of the distribution are in the second survey report. 
 
A small proportion of the surveys sent to potential respondents from the original sample frame were 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǳƴŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŀōƭŜέ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴaccuracies in town records or other issues. In order to maintain our 
original sample size, the undeliverable surveys are replaced by the next names on the lists and the same 
steps were implemented to deliver these surveys. Within the replacement surveys, some were also 
undeliverable. Rather than repeating the process and holding up data collection, the original sample 
went from 1,500 to 1,458. Of the 1,458 questionnaires sent, 439 were completed and returned for an 
overall response rate of 30.1%. 
 
The data below is presented to serve as a reference for community members and others, and is in 
several forms. The first section presents tables and charts of the responses to all questions in the second 
questionnaire. A great deal of time was also spent conducting detailed analyses of relationships 
between demographic and other variables of interest and attitudinal and perceptual measures, and the 
most important results are reviewed in the final report. Complete results from these analyses are 
available from the research team upon request, but are not included in the appendix due to space 
considerations. 
 
We sincerely hope the data that follow are of use to citizens and decision makers as they plan for the 
future of the communities in the Newfound Lake Watershed. 
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Frequency Tables For All Questions  In The Survey 
 

 

Protecting water quality 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 3 .7 .7 .7 

2 1 .2 .2 .9 

Neutral 5 1.1 1.2 2.1 

4 35 8.0 8.2 10.4 

Very Important 381 86.8 89.6 100.0 

Total 425 96.8 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 2 .5   

Missing 12 2.7   

Total 14 3.2   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Improving the local economy 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 10 2.3 2.4 2.4 

2 11 2.5 2.7 5.1 

Neutral 72 16.4 17.4 22.5 

4 123 28.0 29.8 52.3 

Very Important 197 44.9 47.7 100.0 

Total 413 94.1 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 6 1.4   

Missing 20 4.6   

Total 26 5.9   

Total 439 100.0   
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Protecting a rural lifestyle 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 6 1.4 1.4 1.4 

2 7 1.6 1.7 3.1 

Neutral 59 13.4 14.1 17.2 

4 111 25.3 26.6 43.8 

Very Important 235 53.5 56.2 100.0 

Total 418 95.2 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 5 1.1   

Missing 16 3.6   

Total 21 4.8   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Educate the community about water quality issues 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 4 .9 .9 .9 

2 7 1.6 1.7 2.6 

Neutral 46 10.5 10.9 13.5 

4 103 23.5 24.3 37.8 

Very Important 263 59.9 62.2 100.0 

Total 423 96.4 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 2 .5   

Missing 14 3.2   

Total 16 3.6   

Total 439 100.0   
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Protecting the scenic beauty in the region 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 4 .9 .9 .9 

2 5 1.1 1.2 2.1 

Neutral 25 5.7 5.9 8.0 

4 80 18.2 18.9 27.0 

Very Important 309 70.4 73.0 100.0 

Total 423 96.4 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 2 .5   

Missing 14 3.2   

Total 16 3.6   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Encouraging stewardship at the town level 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 8 1.8 2.0 2.0 

2 12 2.7 3.0 5.0 

Neutral 64 14.6 16.1 21.2 

4 113 25.7 28.5 49.6 

Very Important 200 45.6 50.4 100.0 

Total 397 90.4 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 24 5.5   

Missing 18 4.1   

Total 42 9.6   

Total 439 100.0   
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Developing partnerships between neighboring towns to promote natural resource 

conservation 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 8 1.8 1.9 1.9 

2 7 1.6 1.7 3.6 

Neutral 54 12.3 13.0 16.7 

4 116 26.4 28.0 44.7 

Very Important 229 52.2 55.3 100.0 

Total 414 94.3 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 10 2.3   

Missing 15 3.4   

Total 25 5.7   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Fostering the existence of open space 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 6 1.4 1.4 1.4 

2 17 3.9 4.1 5.5 

Neutral 55 12.5 13.2 18.8 

4 121 27.6 29.1 47.8 

Very Important 217 49.4 52.2 100.0 

Total 416 94.8 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 9 2.1   

Missing 14 3.2   

Total 23 5.2   

Total 439 100.0   
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Recommending specific zoning measures to achieve plan goals 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 24 5.5 5.9 5.9 

2 14 3.2 3.5 9.4 

Neutral 58 13.2 14.3 23.7 

4 118 26.9 29.1 52.8 

Very Important 191 43.5 47.2 100.0 

Total 405 92.3 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 20 4.6   

Missing 14 3.2   

Total 34 7.7   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Respondent is aware of the development of the master plan 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid No 164 37.4 39.1 39.1 

Yes 255 58.1 60.9 100.0 

Total 419 95.4 100.0  

Missing Missing 20 4.6   

Total 439 100.0   
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Respondent has seen or heard master plan's vision statement 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid No 173 39.4 62.0 62.0 

Yes 106 24.1 38.0 100.0 

Total 279 63.6 100.0  

Missing Not Applicable 134 30.5   

Missing 26 5.9   

Total 160 36.4   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Importance of town participation in the master plan process 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 15 3.4 3.6 3.6 

2 12 2.7 2.9 6.4 

Neutral 52 11.8 12.4 18.8 

4 108 24.6 25.7 44.4 

Very Important 234 53.3 55.6 100.0 

Total 421 95.9 100.0  

Missing Not Applicable 1 .2   

Missing 17 3.9   

Total 18 4.1   

Total 439 100.0   
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Importance of town hiring a professional planner to assist plan implementation 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 74 16.9 17.7 17.7 

2 42 9.6 10.0 27.7 

Neutral 166 37.8 39.6 67.3 

4 81 18.5 19.3 86.6 

Very Important 56 12.8 13.4 100.0 

Total 419 95.4 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 1 .2   

Missing 19 4.3   

Total 20 4.6   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Stream clean up 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Willing 86 19.6 23.2 23.2 

2 37 8.4 10.0 33.2 

Maybe 118 26.9 31.9 65.1 

4 66 15.0 17.8 83.0 

Very Williing 63 14.4 17.0 100.0 

Total 370 84.3 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 31 7.1   

Missing 38 8.7   

Total 69 15.7   

Total 439 100.0   
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Door-to-door healthy watershed outreach 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Willing 216 49.2 59.8 59.8 

2 62 14.1 17.2 77.0 

Maybe 54 12.3 15.0 92.0 

4 12 2.7 3.3 95.3 

Very Williing 17 3.9 4.7 100.0 

Total 361 82.2 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 28 6.4   

Missing 50 11.4   

Total 78 17.8   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Lake clean-up 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Willing 91 20.7 25.2 25.2 

2 29 6.6 8.0 33.2 

Maybe 109 24.8 30.2 63.4 

4 70 15.9 19.4 82.8 

Very Williing 62 14.1 17.2 100.0 

Total 361 82.2 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 34 7.7   

Missing 44 10.0   

Total 78 17.8   

Total 439 100.0   
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Boating safety activities 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Willing 139 31.7 39.2 39.2 

2 52 11.8 14.6 53.8 

Maybe 81 18.5 22.8 76.6 

4 45 10.3 12.7 89.3 

Very Williing 38 8.7 10.7 100.0 

Total 355 80.9 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 38 8.7   

Missing 46 10.5   

Total 84 19.1   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Website development 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Willing 219 49.9 62.9 62.9 

2 67 15.3 19.3 82.2 

Maybe 31 7.1 8.9 91.1 

4 18 4.1 5.2 96.3 

Very Williing 13 3.0 3.7 100.0 

Total 348 79.3 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 41 9.3   

Missing 50 11.4   

Total 91 20.7   

Total 439 100.0   
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Non-native invasive weed removal 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Willing 115 26.2 31.9 31.9 

2 42 9.6 11.7 43.6 

Maybe 98 22.3 27.2 70.8 

4 49 11.2 13.6 84.4 

Very Williing 56 12.8 15.6 100.0 

Total 360 82.0 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 38 8.7   

Missing 41 9.3   

Total 79 18.0   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Water quality sampling 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not Willing 95 21.6 26.0 26.0 

2 29 6.6 7.9 34.0 

Maybe 104 23.7 28.5 62.5 

4 72 16.4 19.7 82.2 

Very Williing 65 14.8 17.8 100.0 

Total 365 83.1 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 32 7.3   

Missing 42 9.6   

Total 74 16.9   

Total 439 100.0   
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Content Analysis Of Open-Ended Question Data: 
 
Question number five, which asked respondents to indicate their willingness to volunteer for various 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άƻǘƘŜǊέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ 
could write in any other volunteer stewardship activities in which they would be willing to participate 
(see questionnaire number 5h). Content analysis techniques were used to analyze the comments 
provided and develop meaningful categories and conclusions out of the responses. The categories, and 
number of comments fitting into their respective category, are presented below.   

¶ I am unable to participate because I am a seasonal resident (26 comments) 

¶ I am unable to participate because of health reasons (21 comments) 

¶ I already volunteer (3 comments) 

¶ Other activity (28 comments) 

o Many other activities where listed, however no one activity was mentioned frequently 

enough (more than twice) to warrant the creation of its own category. Examples of 

activities mentioned include: monitor wildlife, cartooning, educate fishermen about 

catch and release, be a neighborhood watchdog, pick up trash, serve on a town 

planning board, and monitor loggers to prevent mud.  

¶ Total number of comments for question 5h: 78. 

 

 

Importance of protecting the viewsheds throughout the Newfound Lake watershed 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 19 4.3 4.5 4.5 

2 17 3.9 4.0 8.5 

Neutral 86 19.6 20.2 28.6 

4 111 25.3 26.1 54.7 

Very Important 193 44.0 45.3 100.0 

Total 426 97.0 100.0  

Missing Missing 13 3.0   

Total 439 100.0   
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Importance of reducing the amount of salt used on public roads to protect water quality 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 11 2.5 2.6 2.6 

2 17 3.9 4.0 6.5 

Neutral 103 23.5 24.1 30.6 

4 130 29.6 30.4 61.0 

Very Important 167 38.0 39.0 100.0 

Total 428 97.5 100.0  

Missing Missing 11 2.5   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

 

Importance of increasing town support of non-native invasive weed prevention programs 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at All Important 9 2.1 2.1 2.1 

2 12 2.7 2.8 4.9 

Neutral 83 18.9 19.5 24.5 

4 121 27.6 28.5 52.9 

Very Important 200 45.6 47.1 100.0 

Total 425 96.8 100.0  

Missing Missing 14 3.2   

Total 439 100.0   
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Nutrient runoff from lawns including phosphorous 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at all Concerned 16 3.6 3.9 3.9 

2 19 4.3 4.7 8.6 

Neutral 66 15.0 16.3 24.9 

4 121 27.6 29.8 54.7 

Very Concerned 184 41.9 45.3 100.0 

Total 406 92.5 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 15 3.4   

Missing 18 4.1   

Total 33 7.5   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

 

Increased runoff from impervious surfaces 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at all Concerned 13 3.0 3.2 3.2 

2 26 5.9 6.4 9.5 

Neutral 68 15.5 16.6 26.2 

4 133 30.3 32.5 58.7 

Very Concerned 169 38.5 41.3 100.0 

Total 409 93.2 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 13 3.0   

Missing 17 3.9   

Total 30 6.8   

Total 439 100.0   
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Pesticide use 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at all Concerned 9 2.1 2.2 2.2 

2 17 3.9 4.1 6.3 

Neutral 47 10.7 11.4 17.6 

4 124 28.2 30.0 47.6 

Very Concerned 217 49.4 52.4 100.0 

Total 414 94.3 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 9 2.1   

Missing 16 3.6   

Total 25 5.7   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Pollution from detergents containing phosphorous 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at all Concerned 9 2.1 2.2 2.2 

2 18 4.1 4.4 6.6 

Neutral 56 12.8 13.6 20.2 

4 139 31.7 33.8 54.0 

Very Concerned 189 43.1 46.0 100.0 

Total 411 93.6 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 13 3.0   

Missing 15 3.4   

Total 28 6.4   

Total 439 100.0   
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Loss of open space 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at all Concerned 18 4.1 4.3 4.3 

2 15 3.4 3.6 7.9 

Neutral 53 12.1 12.7 20.7 

4 127 28.9 30.5 51.2 

Very Concerned 203 46.2 48.8 100.0 

Total 416 94.8 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 7 1.6   

Missing 16 3.6   

Total 23 5.2   

Total 439 100.0   

 

 

Erosion from development 

 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not at all Concerned 9 2.1 2.1 2.1 

2 13 3.0 3.1 5.3 

Neutral 53 12.1 12.6 17.9 

4 127 28.9 30.3 48.2 

Very Concerned 217 49.4 51.8 100.0 

Total 419 95.4 100.0  

Missing Don't Know 6 1.4   

Missing 14 3.2   

Total 20 4.6   

Total 439 100.0   

 




