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A worldwide movement is occurring to create a global civil society. There are two basic reasons for this. One is that the world can’t keep going on as it has been. War, pollution and the destruction of the environment are basically unethical practices harmful to all living beings. The second reason is that it is bad for business to have so much death and destruction even though it may profit a few businesses in the short run. Some countries in the world have been wiped off the world’s economic map because the chaos and misery that exist there provide little incentive for business investment. The method for achieving a global society is through education - internationalizing the curriculum in school from the elementary level through higher education. While many may believe that this is a movement designed by ivory tower idealists, it has actually been a joint effort by forward thinking academics and pragmatic business leaders who believe that global civil society is to everyone’s benefit. Thus, a precedent is being set by those who support peace, justice and international harmony working in concert with those who seek to increase robust economies. The aims may seem different between these two groups but the strategies are quite similar. International business leaders are increasingly citing skill in languages other than English, a good understanding of international affairs and global perspective in its hiring of employees. They are encouraging students to learn Russian, Chinese, and Japanese and to seek multicultural knowledge and experiences. According to one report, “Cultural sensitivity and a demonstrable ability to act differently in different countries are qualities that employers are recognizing as extremely valuable in their international--as well as domestic--operations. They need and want employees who can do it, not merely talk about it”. Also, internationalizing the curriculum, has been a rallying cry of campus and organization leaders seeking to fulfill the vision of the 1979 President's Commission. Business leaders are also looking for employees who can communicate effectively, have honesty and integrity, demonstrate strong interpersonal skills, show motivation and initiative, have a strong work ethic, and have teamwork skills. The old curriculum of memorization, nationalistic indoctrination, back-to-basics, lecturing and note-taking, letter grades, isolation from the community, ethics avoidance and standardized testing no longer meets the needs of a global society. The idea that “what was good for me is good for my child” is out of pace with today’s world. 
 
The natural outcome of international education is the global citizen. Leni Wild, a Research Fellow with the International for Public Policy Research, noted that, “the emergence of ‘global issues’ like climate change and HIV and AIDS has also encouraged a coming together of social activists globally around particular issues”. Arguing for global citizenship, Wild stated that “in a fast-changing and interdependent world, education can, and should, help young people to meet the challenges they will confront now and in the future…The lives of children and young people are increasingly shaped by what happens in other parts of the world:
-Education for Global Citizenship gives them the knowledge, understanding, skills and values that they need if they are to participate fully in ensuring their own, and others’, well-being and to make a positive contribution, both locally and globally.
_ Education for Global Citizenship is good education because it involves children and young people fully in their own learning through the use of a wide range of active and participatory learning methods. 
_ Current use of the world’s resources is inequitable and unsustainable. As the gap between rich and poor widens, poverty continues to deny millions of people around the world their basic rights. Education for Global Citizenship encourages children and young people to care about the planet and to develop empathy with, and an active concern for, those with whom they share it.
Education for global citizenship focuses on critical thinking and helps children grapple with controversial issues. It allows children to express and develop their own values and opinions, to listen to opposing views, to make informed choices, to exercise their own rights and responsibilities, and to serve their school and community as well as greater society. Methods used in the classroom include discussion, debate, role-play, ranking exercises, and communities of inquiry. These methods have been designated as best practices in the classroom. This is truly what Zenobia Barlow calls “thinking outside of the classroom” (http://www.derrickjensen.org/barlow.html). 
According to Crispin Hughes from Oxfam, “The scope of Education for Global Citizenship is wider than a single scheme of work or subject. It is more than simply the international scale in Citizenship, or teaching about a distant locality in Geography. It is relevant to all areas of the curriculum, all abilities and all age ranges. Ideally it encompasses the whole school – for it is a perspective on the world shared within an institution, and is explicit not only in what is taught and learned in the classroom, but in the school’s ethos. It would be apparent, for example, in decision-making processes, estate management, purchasing policies, and in relationships between pupils, teachers, parents and the wider community”.
 
A detailed copy of Oxfam’s Curriculum for Global Citizenship can be obtained for free at http://www.hrea.org/lists/hr-education/markup/msg02097.html
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education provides an excellent model of what higher education has done to enhance its global perspective. In 1990, the Oklahoma Department of Commerce opened offices in China, Korea, Nigeria, Israel, Vietnam, The Netherlands, and Mexico. Oklahoma was the first U.S. state to actively engage international governments in state trade initiatives at this level. In 2000 Preparing Oklahoma for Global Competitiveness in the 21st Century: an International Strategic Plan for Oklahoma was approved. Five goals are the focus of a major effort to infuse international studies throughout the K-16 curricula. These are:
 To promote and expand Oklahoma's international trade; 
 To expand foreign direct investment in Oklahoma; 
 To increase Oklahoma's public awareness and active support for globalization; 
 To ensure a workforce prepared for global competition; and 
 To build advocacy for international trade in the federal, state, and local governments. 
(The Oklahoma Associations Supporting International Studies (OASIS))
Thus, there are major efforts throughout the world for us to come closer together and to apply solid solutions to the problems that plague us. They also will help to mitigate the negative aspects of globalization such as free trade by providing more “fair” trade. Viewing the world through nationalistic lenses will only make things worse. Policy based on pure egoism is bad business. We need to celebrate our differences and acknowledge that fact that people all over the world are more similar than different. Once we realize that, we will see our own humanity in others and be ready to embrace them. Change is blowing in the wind and that gives us all hope for a brighter future for our children and planet.
