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There is a false perception held by some that all or most people  in the military show absolute and blind obedience to authority, see war as the solution  to every problem, have a quick trigger finger, and have limited intelligence.  Of course, this is a stereotype which may have  some basis in reality but does not show the many exceptions as those quoted below who have all have marched to the tune of a different drummer.  

Our government has kept us in a perpetual state of fear. Kept us in a 

continuous stampede of patriotic fervor with the cry of grave  national 

emergency. Always there has been some terrible evil at home or  some 

monstrous foreign power that was going to gobble us up if we did not  

blindly rally behind it by furnishing the exorbitant funds demanded.  

Yet, in retrospect, these disasters seem never to have happened, seem  

    never to have been quite real/ General of the Army  Douglas MacArthur, 1965 

I spent  33 years in the Marines ...most of my time being a high class muscle man for  Big Business, for Wall Street & the bankers. In short, I was a racketeer  for capitalism...I helped purify Nicaragua for the international banking house  of Brown Brothers in 1909-1912. I helped make Mexico & especially Tampico  safe for American oil interests in 1914. I brought light to the Dominican  Republic for American sugar interests in 1916. I helped make Haiti & Cuba  a decent place for the National City Bank boys to collect revenue. I helped in  the rape of half dozen Central American republics for the benefit of Wall  Street... In China, in 1927, I helped see to it that Standard Oil went its way  unmolested. I had a swell racket. I

was rewarded with honors, medals,  promotions... I might have given Al Capone a few hints. The best he could do  was to operate a racket in three city districts. 

The Marines operated  on three continents.  Marine Commander General Smedley D. Butler (Two Time  Congressional Medal of Honor recipient), 1933

Every gun that is made,  every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies, in the final sense, a  theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not  clothed. This world in arms is not spending money alone; it is spending the  sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists and the hopes of its  children.  This is not a way of life at all, in  any true sense.   Under the cloud of threatening war, it is humanity hanging on  

   a cross of iron/ Dwight David Eisenhower, U.S. general  and 34th president (1890-1969) 6-17-61

I hate war as only a soldier who  has lived it can, as only one who has seen its brutality, its futility, its   STUPIDITY./Dwight D. Eisenhower, U.S. general and 34th president  (1890-1969)  4-16-53. 

I believe that if we had and would  keep our

 dirty, bloody dollar-soaked fingers out of the  

 business of these [Third World] nations so full 

 of  depressed, exploited people, they will arrive 

 at a solution of their  own...at least what they   

 get will be their own, and not  the American 

 style, which they don’t want and above all  don’t

 want crammed down their throats by Americans/

General David  M. Shoup, former U.S. Marine Commandant, recipient  

    of the Medal of Honor after Tarawa,  1966.

Wars can be prevented just as surely as they can be provoked, and  we who fail to prevent them, must share the guilt for the dead...We Know more about war than we do about peace,

We  know more about killing than we do about living/ General Omar  Bradley, 1957 

Could I have but a line a century hence crediting a  contribution to the advance of peace, I would gladly yield every honor which  has been accorded me in war...the next great step in the evolution of  civilization cannot take place until war is abolished/ General Douglas  MacArthur, 1955

War is the last resort of fools (General Frank P  Cozier, 1930)

War is now outmoded because of the existence of  thermonuclear and other weapons of self-destruction/ Brigadier General Hugh B.  Hester, USA, 1981

What a cruel  thing is this war; to separate and     

   destroy families and friends, and mar  the    

   purest joys and happiness God has  granted us 

   in this  world; to fill our hearts with  hatred 

   instead of love for our neighbors, and to  

   devastate the fair face of this beautiful  world./General Robert E. Lee,  

        Commander of the Southern  Army, 1862  

There never was a time, in my opinion, when a  

  problem could not be solved without the  

  drawing of a sword.

This war was a dreadful lesson and  should 

  teach us the necessity of avoiding wars in  the

  future.  

      General Ulysses S. Grant,  President of the United States,  1885.

You  cannot qualify war in harsher terms than I 

  will.  War is  cruelty, and you cannot refine it.

“There’s many a boy here today who  looks

  on war as all glory,  but boys,  it is all  hell.

        General William  Tecumseh Sherman 1864 & 1880.

I  spent 30 years in the service of our nation, most of them as officer of  Marines.  Combat duty in Korea and Vietnam confirmed my belief that war  is truly stupid behavior. Ten years of additional duties as Nuclear Weapons  Employment Officer convinced me that war is now absurd behavior....And I  learned that people are much the same the world over.  I can attest that  the antipathy to war is as strong 

in Tokyo, Manila, Moscow, London and Ottawa  as it is in my home town of Barrington, New Hampshire./ Col. John F. Barr,  USMC 1994.Former president Veterans For Peace.

Dissenting voices  can also be heard from groups such as Vietnam Veterans Against the War (http://www.prairienet.org/vvaw/),  Iraq Veterans Against the War (http://www.vaiw.org/vet/index.php  ), Vietnam Veterans Against the War Anti-Imperialist (http://www.vvawai.org/), and Veterans for  Peace, Inc.(http://www.veteransforpeace.org/)  

The Center for Defense Information (http://www.cdi.org/) is made up of several  retired colonels, generals and admirals who have a reasonable view of defense  and are concerned about many foreign and domestic policy  issues.

Many people in the military are committed to the  defense of this country if it is seriously threatened by a legitimate enemy.  What they are opposed to is the use of the military for global conquest, to  perpetuate the military-industrial complex, and to needlessly take resources away from  children, the elderly, the needy, and veterans. We need to heed the wise advice of these people who really know the horrors of war. We must stop glorifying war and bankrupting our nation morally and financially or it will come to no good end.
