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Dr, Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965) once said that "The thinking man must oppose all cruel customs no matter how deeply rooted in tradition or surrounded by a halo he may be . . . We need a boundless ethic which includes the animals as well." Illegal and immoral forms of animal abuse include cock fighting and dog fighting while immoral but legal forms include bull fighting and the meat industry as a whole. Thankfully Britain ended fox hunting and there are rumblings in Spain against bull fighting. Another immoral but legal animal abuse institution is the fur industry that engages in extremely ghastly practices solely for the sake of human vanity.
The wearing of fur is an act of cruelty itself because it enables the fur industry to continue its grisly business. This industry perpetuates some of the worst forms of cruelty to animals on earth. While attempting to be glamorous, people who wear fur look like they weigh 100 pounds more than they do, and even  in our thin-conscious society, people are willing to look like walruses just so that they can flaunt their social status. Eighty five percent of the fur industry’s skins are from animals raised on so called “fur ranches.” Animals at these “ranches” are kept in tiny wire cages and are exposed to the elements 24 hours a day in order for their coats to thicken. These sentient creatures endure fear, stress, disease and parasites just so that some egocentric people can parade around pretending to be superior to others. Many of these animals go insane from having to live in such confinement . Some are even skinned alive after their short miserable lives are ended. If people treated their own pets the ways these animals are treated, they would be serving lengthy jail sentences. “An undercover investigation by the Humane Society of the United States, reported in a 1998 Dateline NBC piece, revealed that dog and cat fur is a multimillion-dollar industry in Asia and found that coats and toys made with domestic dog fur are being sold in the U.S. ‘There are no federal laws preventing anyone from importing dog and cat fur into this country,” reported Dateline. ‘If the imported item costs less than $150, the importer doesn’t even have to reveal what it’s made of.’ Dateline footage shows a German shepherd, tail wagging and head stuck in a restraint, moments before he is skinned alive. A cat, crowded in a cage, watches and waits his turn, as one by one, his cagemates are choked, slung up, and hanged just inches away.(9) New legislation outlawed the import or sale of clothing containing dog or cat fur, but the fur still enters the country illegally since it is intentionally mislabeled and can only be detected by expensive DNA testing” (http://www.thenazareneway.com/vegetarian/inside_the_fur_industry.htm)

Up to 70 million rabbits a year are killed for fur for clothing, as lures for fly fishing, and for trim on craft items. Minks require a large habitat, and being forced into small, wire cages causes them to self-mutilate and pace endlessly. Some animals even resort to cannibalizing each other. Many of these animals are fed meat byproducts that are not fit for humans to eat. Many animals don’t have access to water because it freezes in the winter.  All kinds of parasites exist that produce diseases of all sorts. Their infections are not treated and some die a slow death from them. The summer provides little relief for these unwilling captives. Their deaths are as cruel as their lives as they are electrocuted through rods rammed up their anuses or are gassed by hot exhausts from truck engines. Neck snapping is also used. The killing is not always successful and the animals wake up as they are being skinned alive. There are no federal laws to protect these animals from their undeserved suffering because not enough people are speaking out against it.
The fur industry is also destructive to the environment as it takes 20 times the energy to make one fur coat than it does to make one fake fur coat. The chemicals used to keep fur from deteriorating often contaminate ground water. Mink farms generate 62,000 tons of manure per year which also destroys water ecosystems.
The good news is that the anti-fur movement is gaining ground. For example, supermodel Naomi Campbell, was once prevented from entering a famous New York club for wearing fur because the club owner was a moral person. Mink farms are down in the U.S. by 700 since 1988.
This column is not an indictment against any one country. Several countries in the world are involved in this gruesome business with China being a major culprit. “More than half the fur in the U.S. comes from China, where millions of dogs and cats are bludgeoned, hanged, bled to death, and often skinned alive for their fur. Chinese fur is often deliberately mislabeled, so if you wear any fur, there's no way of knowing for sure whose skin you're in” (http://www.thenazareneway.com/vegetarian/inside_the_fur_industry.htm) Animal rights are also not a conservative or liberal issue. Many animal rights advocates are conservatives. Former Republican Senator Bob Smith of New Hampshire is an avid animal rights advocate.
Respect for life itself is being tread on by the fur industry as well as everyone who buys its ill-gotten products. Our own humanity is diminished when we engage in such egregious behavior, and if animals can be treated this badly, it’s not a big leap to treat humans this way. Most serial killers begin with animal abuse.
This industry represents the free market at its worst. Profits are the only consideration and the animals are deemed irrelevant except as vehicles for making money. To protect the pelts, the cruelest and cheapest methods of killing are used. Contrast this with Native American Indian values that show great respect for animals. What many people don’t realize is that this holocaust is controllable through the pocketbook. In other words, if no one bought fur products, this bloody industry would cease to exist. Right now billions are dollars a year come from the horrific suffering of what some people call God’s creatures. 

I urge anyone with a sense of decency and a respect for life to boycott the fur industry, speak out against it, write letters and donate money to organizations that are working hard to shut down these concentration camps and killing grounds.

	


