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Former United Nations Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold once said that "The UN was not created to take humanity to heaven but to save it from hell."
The preamble to the United Nations Charter states the following:
WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED

 to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and 

 to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and 

 to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and 

 to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, 

AND FOR THESE ENDS

 to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and 

 to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and 

 to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and 

 to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples, 

HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form, have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby establish an international organization to be known as the United Nations. 
For many reasons these statements and goals are anathema to some people such as those who have stock in “defense” industries and nationalists – people who believe that their own country and it citizens are superior to all other countries and people in the world. That belief leads to the idea that your country can take anything it wants in the world if it is strong enough to do so. What follows from this is the objectification of other people or dehumanization which paves the way for torture, rape, genocide and war. 

The problem the UN has had in achieving its objectives and for which it is frequently criticized is that the five members of the Security Council have to completely agree on whatever comes before it. The countries that make up the Security Council – United States, Russia, China, France and England  - are also the major weapons suppliers and main possessors of nuclear weapons in the world, and are looking out for their own national interests in other ways. One writer to the Laconia Daily Sun said that the majority of member states vote against the United States about 75 percent of the time. There may be a good reason for that. The main reason that the U.N. has not been as effective as it could be is that it has no power and, as much as people think otherwise, the U.N. budget it pitifully small compared to what it needs do accomplish its several roles.

According to Robert Hinde, WWII RAF pilot and former Cambridge professor, and Joseph Rotblat, Nobel Peace Prize winner and former nuclear physicist, “the problems of the UN arise in part from its internal structure, and in part from the inadequacy of the support given it by the member states…the greatest problem has been the constitution of the security council”. They see the Security Council as unrepresentative of the world countries and its members use their veto power to block the suggestions of each other. Hinde and Rotblat also note that “U.S. citizens spend over four times as much on the cinema as the UN’s budget for core functions, and considerably more on spectator sports than the UN and its specialized agencies spend on economic and social development. The UN and its specialized agencies employ fewer people that the Disney organization employs in Disney World, Disneyland, and Euro Disney, and only one-third of the number of McDonald’s employees”.

The United Nations has had and continues to have many more accomplishments that can be mentioned here. Some of them include:

·  Enabling people in over 45 countries to participate in free and fair elections 
· Working (through UNICEF)  on immunization, health care, nutrition and basic education for kids in 138 countries.
· Focusing world attention (through the Human Rights Commission) on cases of torture, disappearance, and arbitrary detention and has generated international pressure.
· Playing a major role in bringing about the downfall of the apartheid system. 
· Aiding (through UNRWA) some 2.9 million refugees in the Middle East. 
·  Eradicating Smallpox ​and helping to wipe out polio from the Western Hemisphere.
·  Reducing child mortality rates, halved since 1960, and increasing the average life expectancy from 37 to 67 years.
· Providing safe drinking water to over a billion people in the last decade, and food to victims of emergencies, including over two million tons of food each year to 30 million people facing acute food shortages in 36 countries. 
·  Leading an international effort to clear land minds from Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia, El Salvador, Mozambique, Rwanda and Somalia.
· Reducing fertility rates ​with family planning programs. Women in developing countries are having fewer children ​ from six births per woman in the 1960s to 3.5 today..
·  Promoting the free flow of information ​free of censorship and culturally unbiased, aid to develop and strengthen communication systems, established news agencies and supported an independent press. 
· Improving education in developing countries ​60% of adults in developing countries can now read and write, and 80 percent of children in these countries attend school.
· Improving literacy rate for women in developing countries from 36 percent in 1970 to 56 percent in 1990.
· Facilitating academic, scientific and cultural exchanges, including those of minorities and indigenous people. 
The UN is a work in progress and it can only do its job if it is adequately funded and supported. To do otherwise is to be indifferent to the suffering in the world.
