La Via Dolorosa
VI/XIV

Veronica Wipes The Face Of Jesus

Compassion is the traditional interpretation of this station. It is said a woman of high station stepped out of the following crowd to hand Jesus a cloth to wipe his face of sweat as he was having trouble seeing. Later interpretations gave her the name of Veronica. The cloth is said to have the image of the face of Jesus miraculously embedded into it. The name or word Veronica comes from two Greek words, vera and ikon, meaning ‘true’ and ‘image’, hence the true image of Christ.
A more universal meditation concentrates on compassion. Compassion is feeling and demonstrating concern for others. The relationship of the Self to the Other is a common theme in New Testament narratives such as this one.  Compassion is a primary understanding for us to escape from solipsism, ego concerns and materialism. It can be achieved through empathy, comparing and identifying with the circumstance of others. On a deeper, more spiritual level compassion is the concept of Tat Tvam Asi [Thou Art That] that appears in the Upanishads. With empathy we identify with the Other, we become as in union with the Other, we are the Other.
For many, compassion of this depth is the path of salvation.
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