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Brazilian educator, Paulo Freire, wrote extensively about the pitfalls and hopes of education. He believed that much education in the world maintained oppression through what he called the “banking system” of education. This system is characterized by the following:

a. the teacher teaches and the students are taught; 
b. the teacher knows everything and the students know nothing; 

c. the teacher thinks and the students are thought about; 

d. the teacher talks and the students listen—meekly; 

e. the teacher disciplines and the students are disciplined; 

f. the teacher chooses and enforces his choice, and the students comply; 

g. the teacher acts and the students have the illusion of acting through the action of the teacher; 

h. the teacher chooses the program content, and the students (who were not consulted) adapt to it; 

i. the teacher confuses the authority of knowledge with his own professional authority, which he sets in opposition to the freedom of the students; 

j. the teacher is the Subject of the learning process, while the pupils are mere objects.
This system undermines imagination, creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, compassion and interpersonal relations because of the absence of dialogue and experiential and cooperative learning. It assumes that learning is a one-way street and that the teacher learns nothing from the students and the students learn nothing from each other. Although some schools are gradually moving in the direction of problem-posing education, there is still a long way to go. Many classrooms still have straight rows of chairs with the teacher doing most of the talking. Under the banking system, “The teacher talks about reality as if it were motionless, static, compartmentalized, and predictable. Or else he expounds on a topic completely alien to the existential experience of the students. His task is to "fill" the students with the contents of his narration—contents which are detached from reality, disconnected from the totality that engendered them and could give them significance. Words are emptied of their concreteness and become a hollow, alienated, and alienating verbosity”
(http://faculty.dwc.edu/wellman/Friere.htm).

In such a system, students become domesticated to perpetuate the culture in its present form rather than trying to improve it. The resistance to problem-posing education is that problems would have to be admitted such as racism. Schools are no different than individuals in their resistance to change otherwise we would have given up such barbaric practices as war a long time ago. Breaking up grades from kindergarten to 12 has nothing to do with how children develop yet that relic of the past is still with us because of tradition. Freire stated that “It is not surprising that the banking concept of education regards men as adaptable, manageable beings. The more students work at storing the deposits entrusted to them, the less they develop the critical consciousness which would result from their intervention in the world as transformers of that world. The more completely they accept the passive role imposed on them, the more they tend simply to adapt to the world as it is and to the fragmented view of reality deposited in them”.

Children from the age of 12 on are capable of abstract, hypothetical reasoning. Combine this with youthful idealism and you have young people who have the capacity to solve many of the problems that plague societies and the world. Schools have the capacity to educate students to their full capacity as humans in all areas – physical, intellectual, interpersonal, ethical and spiritual – but too often they only focus on part of the intellect – memory. This is a serious problem given the fact that 95 percent of facts learned in school are forgotten shortly after graduation. What is never forgotten, however, is the process of learning and when that is emphasized, students become lifelong learners and society’s most ideal citizens because they never stop ask questions, never feel they have the whole story and never are satisfied with pat answers and slogans intended to pacify them. They are also not easily distracted from important events in the world because they are less likely to be hypnotized by mass media.
The oppressors of society are the ones who control the media – mainly 4 corporations. According to Noam Chomsky “The real mass media are basically trying to divert people. Let them do something else, but don’t bother us (us being the people who run the show). Let them get interested in professional sports, for example. Let everybody be crazed about professional sports or sex scandals or the personalities and their problems or something like that. Anything, as long as it isn’t serious. Of course, the serious stuff is for the big guys. "We" take care of that…Furthermore, most of them (media) are either linked to, or outright owned by, much bigger corporations, like General Electric, Westinghouse, and so on. They are way up at the top of the power structure of the private economy which is a very tyrannical structure. Corporations are basically tyrannies, hierarchic, controlled from above. If you don’t like what they are doing you get out. The major media are just part of that system.” (http://www.chomsky.info/articles/199710--.htm). For Chomsky, the intent of the media is to keep “ignorant meddlesome outsiders”, known as the general public, from knowing what is going in at the highest levels of decision-making.
Thus, when education is devoted to repressing full human development, people are more easily manipulated and controlled by big corporations consorting with the government. The kind of education that Freire proposes liberates people so that they not only become aware of their own oppression but also the oppression of others. When this happens they become mobilized to action. This is beginning to happen because people now have access to facts and ideas outside of the confines of their “two by four” classrooms (two pages of a book and four walls). The occupy movement is a good example of this and it is a world-wide movement that is growing daily and not likely to go away until peace and social justice achieve fruition.
