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There are a number of ways to save heat, and they all start with you. 
Temperature controls during heating season ς keep your windows closed. 
Thermostats will be adjusted for administrative and academic areas and  

housing facilities. (For each 1 degree you turn down the thermostat in the winter, 
you'll save up to 5% on heating costs.) 

Move desks and cubicles away from windows.  Windows are a source of drafts 
and draw heat from people in the winter, making them feel colder. 

During cool weather, open blinds for light and warmth and close drapes at the 
end of the day to reduce heat loss at night. 

Please dress appropriately for the weather. 
Please do not use space heaters. How much does it cost to operate a space heater per 

year?  One space heater total annual energy consumption is 750 KWH, it would cost $112.50 per 
space heater.  If you assume there are 10 space heaters in 20 buildings, the  cost would be over 
$22,000 per year! 

Don't place lamps, TV sets or computers near the thermostat. The thermostat senses heat 
from these appliances, which can cause the heat from coming on. 

Please report unusually hot or cold conditions by entering a work request or call Physical 
Plant at x2254. 

There are a number of ways to save water, and they all start with you.  
Limit the use of domestic hot water ς use cold water whenever it will do. 
Turn off the water while you are brushing your teeth or washing your face.  This can save 
up to 4 gallons a minute! 
Take shorter showers.  Even a one or two minute reduction can save up to 700 gallons per 
month! 
Turn off the water while you shave and you can save more than 100 gallons a week. 
Please report all steam, water, and air leaks by entering a work request or call Physical Plant at x2254. 
Put food coloring in your toilet tank. If it seeps into the toilet bowl, you have a leak. You can 
save more than 600 gallons a month. 
Fixing a leaky faucet can save 140 gallons a week. 
Run only full loads in the washing machine and dishwashers.  This can save 300 to 800 gal-
lons per month.  
Wash your clothes in cold water using cold-water detergents when-ever possible. 
[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƛǊ ŘǊȅΤ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƛǊ-dry switch (on your dishwasher), 
Turn off the control knob after the final rinse and prop the door open a little so the dishes 
will dry faster. 
Avoid flushing the toilet unnecessarily - Dispose of tissues, insects and other such waste in 
the trash rather than the toilet. 

IT, Preventive Maintenance, HVAC...  

Physical Plant  
    ...Changing the Planet,  
        One Project at a time...  

ñDon't miss all the beautiful colors of the rainbow looking for that pot of gold.ò 
                                                                                                                   -Unknown Author 



Grounds Department...  

Maintenance Department...Projects 

Grounds just finished with a very busy summer season completing various projects on campus. One 
project of particular interest is the basketball court asphalt that has been removed in front of Grafton 
ŀƴŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǎǇŀŎŜ 
around the campus.  The Grafton project was spear headed by Zone 3 leader, Brett Melanson who has 
done a great job with the area transition.  Zone 2 has also undergone some transition but a little differ-
ent type.  Long time employee, Roberta Mayhew left to pursue a new position with Sodexho.  A sum-
mer gathering to wish her well and honor her as a long time member of the Physical Plant Grounds 
team was well attended by many friends and colleagues from PSU. The Grounds Department will miss 
working with her but we are happy to have her close by on campus.  The Grounds Department also 
welcomes two new Zone 2 employees.  Casey Surette has been working with the Grounds Department for about 6 months 
and new hire Kim Taylor joined the Physical Plant team recently. Please welcome these two new Grounds workers to PSU. 

 
The Horticulture staff has done a terrific job with the PSU campus flower beds despite one of the wet-
test spring and early summer seasons on record followed by weeks of dry weather. There are many 
newer flowering beds around campus to include the area across from Speare inside the bollard going 
up to Grafton.  Despite a challenging season, all of the grass, shrubs and flowers have done well. 
 

The Athletics crew had a similar set of weather challenges with the sports fields as well. Despite being 
without long term hourly employee Brian McNeil, the Athletics crew was able to implement their much 
anticipated top dressing program on the game fields. This top dressing program will, in effect, create a 
more even surface for player safety and overall playability. 

COMPLETED: 
Mary Lyon/ELS - Basement renovation to accommodate ELS.  
Added classrooms & offices to the previously unfinished space. 
Highland Hall ς Basement renovation to accommodate Tele-
com department; offices, repair area and technical areas. 
Belknap Hall - Shower area renovation.  New showers, floors 
and enclosures.  Included new water piping, drainage piping, 
ventilation renewal and some new windows.  New lighting was 
added along with motion sensors. 
Hyde - Storm drainage on the interior of the  
building, from the roof, re-piped. 
Hyde 3rd Floor ς Renovations to several Math Department 
classrooms (paint, flooring, marker boards, etc .) as well as the 
relocation of a computer lab. 
Hyde 439A- construction and installation on a central class-
room work station. 

PE Center ς Build a storage area within the track area. 
Child Development & Family Center- Refinish and repair a cor-
ner cabinet. 

Human Resources - Basement renovation. 

Rounds 212- Install power for a Residential Electric Range 

Robert Frost House-Replace entire roof. 
Russell House ς Replace entire roof. 

Rounds ς Fabricate and install new attic stairs/ladder. 
ECO House ς Renovations of foundation, drainage and roof 
support. 

Blair - Temporary repairs of shower area walls. 

Moriah (Apts. 49 - 54) - Exterior walls: new siding 

Waumbek (Apts. 43 - 48) - Exterior walls: new siding 
Student Apartments ς Rebuild exterior stairs/deck on sev-
eral apartments. 
Speare ς Renovation to offices in Financial Affairs, Frost 
School and Public Relations. 
Prospect - Cover brick wall outside dish- room. 
Mary Taylor House ς Renovations to add another office to 
the second floor. 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ς Replace the garage doors. 

Mary Lyon ς Installation of a roof ice-melt system. 

Silver ς Upgrade some of the exterior lighting. 
Hand Dryers ς Installed in several Campus buildings in an 
effort to reduce paper towel waste. 
Office relocations ς Move several departments to accom-
modate changing space needs.  Often included space recon-
ditioning. 

 

STILL TO-DO: 
Silver ς Replacement of steam condensate  
piping from University Way (in process). 

Silver 119-Reinforce Lighting Grid 

HUB Courtroom-Movable Curtain 

Counseling Center - Paint waiting room 

 


