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Chair  (Latin cathedra, Greek kathedra, "seat"). Originally, a cathedra is the 
chair or throne of a bishop, a symbol of the bishop's teaching authority in the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. 

The word "chair" is used in American universities to refer to the head of an 
academic department. Chairs are simultaneously administrators and faculty 
members; chairs at one major American university system were estimated to 
spend 61 to 80 percent of their time on administrative duties, as opposed to 
their research and teaching. 
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