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Chair’s Column 2006 
By Jon Maatta 

 
 I know!  I know!  It seems like it has been a  long time sinc e the last “ Cha ir’ s 
Column” .  It has!  Of c ourse, last year we fa iled  to p roduc e an issue.  But a ll is not 
lost, we have c ome bac k w ith renewed  sp irit!  I am now sta rting my eighth year 
as c ha ir.  (Time flies when you’ re having fun?!?)  One of the best parts about 
being c ha ir is the c hanc e to look bac k a t a ll the exc ep tiona l students we’ve 
had  through the yea r(s) and  who have gradua ted  and  sta rted  on a  new 
journey.  Many students have gradua ted  sinc e 2004!  They a re our suc c ess 
stories!  Give three c heers to the following:  Joy Bowen, Florenc e (Gayle) Coston, 
Casey Crouc h, Jennifer Giallorenzo, Christine Hart, Rebec c a Harville, Nic holas 
Hurley, Phillip  Jones, Andrew Kenny, Kristin Noblet, Jayson Smith, Brittany 
Thompson, and  Corey Wentworth.  (I don’ t think I’ ve forgotten anyone.  If I d id , 
p lease ac c ep t my apolog ies.)  Aga in, c ongratulations to a ll! 
 Sinc e the last issue, there have been numerous c hanges w ithin the 
department.  They inc lude: 

·  The c rea tion of MA 1200 – Topic s in Algebra and Geometry.  This c ourse 
rep lac es our entry level MA 1070-1080 and  MA 1100 c ourses and  is 
reserved  for p rovisiona lly-admitted  students, it does not sa tisfy the Math 
Founda tion or Quantita tive Connec tion requirements in the new Genera l 
Educ a tion Program.  Thanks a re due to Roger Blake and  Gloria Ferland for 
a ll their efforts in the c rea tion of this c ourse.   

·  The c rea tion of MA 1900 – Statistic al Literac y in Today’s Soc iety.  This is a  
lower-level, non-a lgebra  based  sta tistic s c ourse designed  so tha t students 
w ill lea rn to interp ret and  eva lua te reports and  a rtic les in journa ls, 
magazines and  newspapers.  This c ourse sa tisfies both the Ma th 
Founda tion and  Quantita tive Connec tion requirements in the Genera l 
Educ a tion Program.  Thanks a re due to Robert Hayden for the work 
needed  to formalize this c ourse (and  then he retired  ;-) ).   



·  The c rea tion of MA 2350 – Statistic s for Criminal Justic e.  In response to a  
request from the newly estab lished  c rimina l justic e p rogram, we 
developed  an entry level sta tistic s c ourse tha t would  serve the needs of 
their students.  I d id  the p reliminary work on the design of the c ourse and  
taught the first semester of the c ourse. Thomas Bouc her has sinc e taken 
over the teac hing of this c ourse. 

·  The c onsolida tion of our mathematic s degrees and  the implementa tion of 
the c hanges due to the new Genera l Educ a tion Program.  In the 2004-
2005 ac ademic  year, the department spent a  grea t dea l of time 
integra ting the new Genera l Educ a tion Program into our degree 
p rograms (see the PSU webpage for more info: 
http :/ / www.p lymouth.edu/ undergrad / gened05/ index.html ).  Some of the p rograms were 
c hanged  a  grea t dea l (our c ertific a tion degrees), while others less so.  All-
in-a ll, our new degrees a re quite streamlined , w ithout removing any 
important ma thematic s c ourses, and  still have a t least 12 free elec tives 
tha t a re required  c ampus wide. 

·  The c rea tion of the Statistic al Consulting Center.  In response to the 
c hanging needs of the University, the department has estab lished  a  
Sta tistic a l Consulting Center.  The Center, housed  and  opera ted  w ithin the 
department, w ill mentor, advise, c ollabora te w ith, and / or p rovide 
c onsulting to fac ulty and  gradua te students on their va rious sta tistic a l and  
mathematic a l needs.  As the University c ontinues to grow with more 
gradua te degrees, a  grea ter emphasis on researc h and  outreac h to the 
c ommunity a t la rge, the department envisions an inc reased  demand in 
the func tioning of the Center.  

 
 The University just finished  with its last orienta tion/ reg istra tion session for 
students who will a rrive in the fa ll.  We have a t least 13 new ma thematic s 
ma jors.  Many of these students w ill c hoose the teac her c ertific a tion op tions 
for their degrees: the job  market for teac hers is still very robust.  The 
department c ontinues to work to a ttrac t other ma jors by add ing new 
app lied / sta tistic s c ourses to support the ac tuaria l and  app lied  degree 
op tions (more on this next Afterma th).  The job  market for these degrees is just 
as robust.   
 The Math Assoc ia tion of Plymouth (MAP) c ontinues to thrive. Member 
have had  a  fun year w ith numerous soc ia l events: selling  tic kets a t the 
Loudon rac etrac k; spaghetti d inner and  pumpkin c arving a t the Maatta ’ s; 
bowling night in Mered ith; holiday party and  Yankee swap a t the Frost 
Commons on c ampus, and  the Annua l Awards Banquet a t the Common 
Man Inn.  MAP was involved  in events of ac ademic  interest as well as c o-
sponsor of world  famous SUDOKU expert Wayne Gould ’ s ta lk and  a  monthly 
p rob lem solving c ontest, w ith the w inner rec eiving free movie passes.  
 Our long-stand ing annual softba ll game was c anc elled  this year due to 
inc lement weather.  Tec hnic a lly, the fac ulty forfeited  the game, so the fina l 



sc ore was Students/ Alumni = 1 and  Fac ulty = 0.  I’ ve overheard  many fac ulty 
saying , “ Just wa it until next year!”  
 Changes c ontinue to abound  a t PSU and  within the mathematic s 
department.  Theodore Giebutowski and  Robert Hayden have retired  and  
we’ve added  two new fac es to our fac ulty, Dr. Thomas Bouc her and  Dr. 
Natalya Vinogradova.  Ted  c ontinues to reside in Rumney and  we see him 
often in the emeriti o ffic e.  Bob  now resides in N. Troy, Vt. (way-up  north), and  
though we haven’ t seen him la tely, he c an a lways be reac hed  via  e-ma il 
(hayden@mv.mv.c om) 
 Until next time…… 

 
Changing Fac es of the Department 

By Barbara Bosc hmans 
 
There have been many c hanges in the past c oup le of years in the department.  
Alumni would  p robably not rec ognize too many peop le anymore when visiting 
the department.  So, let me introduc e you to the c urrent department 
membership  (whic h w ill c hange aga in a fter Dec ember � ). 
 

Brian Beaudrie is an assistant p rofessor of mathematic s 
educ a tion who joined  the department in 2003.  He teac hes 
mathematic s and  ma thematic s educ a tion c ourses for our 
sec ondary ma jors, ma thematic s educ a tion c ourses for p re-
servic e elementa ry teac hers and  many gradua te ma thematic s 

educ a tion c ourses through the NH-IMPACT Center.  He a lso observes student 
teac hers.  His interests a re the use of tec hnology in the ma thematic s c lassroom, 
d istanc e educ a tion, and  ra ising his daughter.  He is c urrently working w ith the 
New Hampshire Department of Educ a tion on writing the new Grade Span 
Expec ta tions for grades 11-12.  Dr. Beaud rie g ives numerous p resenta tions eac h 
year a t sta te and  na tiona l c onferenc es and  served  as the assistant c onferenc e 
c ha ir of the New Hampshire Teac hers of Mathematic s (http :/ / nhtm.org ) 43rd  

annual sp ring c onferenc e held  in Plymouth on Marc h 24.  He is a lso the 
newsletter ed itor for the Assoc ia tion of Teac hers of Mathematic s in New England  
(ATMNE). 

 
Larry Bla ine is a  p rofessor of mathematic s who joined  the 
department in 1985.  He teac hes a  variety of ma thematic s 
c ourses from first yea r level to senior level.  His researc h interests 
a re in the a reas of d ifferentia l equa tions and  dynamic a l systems.  
He is an ac c omplished  violinist and  rela tes his music  expertise to 

mathematic s in his Ma th and  Humanities c lasses.  He organizes department 
seminars, typ ic a lly held  on Fridays, and  invites members of other departments to 
a ttend  and  even guest-speak a t them. 



 
Roger Blake is a  lec turer who joined  the department in 2001.  His 
p rimary teac hing responsib ilities a t PSU have been Top ic s in 
Algebra  and  Geometry, College Algebra , Finite Ma thematic s, 
and  Sta tistic s I. Sinc e c oming to Plymouth Sta te, he has 
period ic a lly been involved  w ith the NH-IMPACT Center 

c onsulting w ith severa l sc hool d istric ts in New Hampshire and  high sc hool 
teac hers who a re new to the p rofession of mathematic s educ a tion.  Roger a lso 
fac ilita ted  the New Hampshire MathCounts Competition held  a t PSU on Marc h 
11, and  served  as reg istra tion c ha ir for the NHTM c onferenc e on Marc h 24. 

 
Barbara Bosc hmans is an assistant p rofessor of ma thematic s 
educ a tion who joined  the department in 2003.  She teac hes 
mathematic s educ a tion c ourses for p re-servic e elementa ry 
teac hers, ma thematic s c ourses and  gradua te ma thematic s 
educ a tion c ourses for the NH-IMPACT Center.  She is interested  

in integra ting tec hnology into the elementa ry c lassroom, the mathematic a l 
knowledge elementa ry teac hers need  to be suc c essful, and  what p rofessiona l 
development works best for in-servic e teac hers.  Dr. Bosc hmans was the c ha ir of 
the NHTM c onferenc e held  a t PSU in Marc h, and  has p resented  a t severa l sta te 
and  na tiona l c onferenc es. 

 
Thomas Bouc her is an assistant p rofessor of sta tistic s who is new 
to the department this year.  He teac hes both lower and  upper 
level sta tistic s c lasses.  Dr. Bouc her helped  estab lish the Sta tistic a l 
Consulting Center (more on this la ter in the newsletter), whic h is 
housed  in the ma th department to support fac ulty and  

gradua te  sta tistic s-rela ted  researc h throughout Plymouth Sta te University and  
beyond . Dr. Bouc her has a ided  the department in its efforts to offer a  gradua te 
degree in sta tistic s a t PSU, and  he c ontinues to pursue his persona l researc h 
interests, grant and  pub lic a tion efforts. 

 
Ric hard Evans is a  p rofessor of mathematic s educ a tion and  
rec ip ient of the PSU Distinguished  Teac hing Award  in 1992.  He 
joined  the department in 1970.  He teac hes ma thematic s 
educ a tion c ourses for sec ondary, midd le, and  elementa ry p re-
servic e and  in-servic e teac hers.  Dr. Evans spends a  lot of his 

time working as the c o-d irec tor of the NH-IMPACT Center.  The IMPACT Center 
works w ith loc a l sc hool d istric ts to review, selec t and  implement standards-
based  c urric ula . The c enter a lso offers gradua te c ourses a t loc a l sc hools during 
the ac ademic  year and  a  variety of summer c ourses for in-servic e teac hers.  
Two of Dr. Evans’  researc h interests a re educ a tion in foreign c ountries and  how 
peop le lea rn mathematic s. 
 



Keith Ferland is a  p rofessor of ma thematic s who joined  the 
department in 1970.  Dr. Ferland  teac hes a  variety of c ourses in 
mathematic s rang ing from Ma th & Humanities and  Finite Ma th a t 
the first year level, Ca lc ulus and  Log ic s, Proofs, and  Axioma tic  
Systems a t the mid  level, to History of Math and  Advanc ed  

Ca lc ulus a t the upper level.  His interests range from M.C. Esc her tessella tions to 
spac e-time topology and  the 4th d imension.  He c oord ina tes the NH Regiona l 
MathCounts Competition eac h year in February and  has g iven numerous ta lks 
a t New Hampshire sc hools and  Sta te c onferenc es. 
 

Gloria Ferland has been a  full-time lec turer in the department 
sinc e 2002, and  taught part-time for severa l years p rior to tha t 
time.  She teac hes a  variety of ma thematic s c ourses whic h 
p repare students to follow a  c a lc ulus sequenc e.  She a lso 
teac hes the App lied  Calc ulus sequenc e for midd le sc hool 

mathematic s educ a tion ma jors, and  for c hemistry, b iotec hnology, and  
c omputer sc ienc e ma jors. 
 

Jon Maatta is a  p rofessor of mathematic s and  c ha ir of the 
Mathematic s Department.  He joined  the department in 1991.  
Dr. Maa tta  teac hes a ll levels of sta tistic s c ourses offered  a t PSU, 
and  has been instrumenta l in the estab lishment of the Sta tistic a l 
Consulting  Center  this year .   In add ition to his duties as c ha ir, 

he  is  a  very ac tive advisor to and  supporter of  the student Math Assoc ia tion. 
 
Fernand (Ferd) Prevost is the c o-d irec tor of the NH-Impac t 
Center and  joined  Plymouth Sta te University in 1999.  Dr. Prevost 
teac hes gradua te level p rofessiona l development c ourses both 
a t PSU and  on-site a t sc hools throughout the sta te. Among 
these c ourses have been the Develop ing Mathematic a l Ideas 

(DMI) c ourses: Build ing a  System of Tens; Making Meaning for Opera tions; 
Examining Fea tures of Shape; Measuring Spac e in One, Two, and  Three 
Dimensions; and  Working w ith Da ta . He a lso teac hes in the summer p rogram for 
midd le sc hool teac hers and  has taught c ourses in Algebra  and  History of 
Mathematic s for tha t p rogram.  Dr. Prevost is partic ula rly interested  in the 
p rofessiona l development of teac hers and  the implementa tion of standards-
based  p rograms. d In ma thematic s, his interests lie in geometry and  
measurement and  the history of ma thematic s. 

 
William Roberts is a  professor of mathematic s who joined  the 
department in 1971.  He is interested  in teac hing c a lc ulus using 
tec hnology and  teac hing geometry and  sta tistic s using 
appropria te software for investiga tion of c onc ep ts.  His researc h 
a reas and  interests a re integra ting tec hnology into 



undergradua te mathematic s educ a tion and  the development of appropria te 
mathematic a l software and  tec hnology-rela ted  ma teria ls.  Dr. Roberts has g iven 
a  number of invited  p resenta tion on the use of tec hnology in these a reas a t 
reg iona l meetings.  He enjoys working w ith reg iona l mathematic s p rofessiona ls 
a t teac her institutes. 
 

Natalya Vinogradova is an assistant p rofessor of mathematic s 
educ a tion new to the department this year.  She teac hes 
mathematic s c ourses for p rospec tive sec ondary ma thematic s 
teac hers and  mathematic s educ a tion c ourses for p re-servic e 
elementa ry teac hers.  Dr. Vinogradova  is working w ith Dr. Evans 

and  Dr. Prevost a t the NH-IMPACT Center to offer workshops in New Hampshire 
sc hools and  is teac hing gradua te ma thematic s educ a tion c ourses this summer.  
Her researc h interests a re sec ondary sc hool teac hers’  understand ing and  use of 
number theory. 
 

More Changes... 
By Gloria Ferland 

 
       In Dec ember, 2006, we will see yet more c hanges in the Ma thematic s 
Department w ith the retirements of Dr. Ric hard  Evans and  Dr. Keith Ferland , both 
of whom have been a t PSU sinc e 1970.  Gloria  Ferland , who has taught part-
time in the department for severa l years and  full-time sinc e 2002, w ill jo in her 
husband , Keith, as they embark upon this new adventure in their lives--
RETIREMENT!  
       Dr. and  Mrs. Ferland  p lan to rema in in the Plymouth a rea  but look forward  to 
traveling when the mood  strikes them and  spend ing more time with their five-
year old  tw in grandc hild ren who live in Pennsylvania .  Dr. Evans and  his w ife, 
Sue, w ill sp lit their time between homes in New Hampshire and  Florida  never 
straying too fa r or too long from their own grandc hild ren and  c hild ren in New 
Hampshire and  Massac husetts. 
       Dr. Fernand  Prevost, who has been involved  in the gradua te ma th p rogram 
a t PSU and  the NH-Impac t Center, w ill retire in May, 2007.  Dr. Prevost was the 
N.H. Sta te Ma th Consultant for many years before joining PSU and  c o-d irec ting 
the NH Impac t Center. 
 

Fac es in the MAC 
(Math Ac tivity Center) 

 
 

 
       Dr. John (Jac k) Barry is the d irec tor of the Ma th Ac tivity 
Center.  He is responsib le for sc reening and  supervising students 



who tutor in the Center.  In add ition to these duties, Dr. Barry teac hes part-time 
in the Department, most often teac hing “ Prob lem Solving Using Tec hnology ". 
 

  Donna Kelley joined  the Department in 1990 as a  skills 
app lic a tion teac her.  In add ition to her duties working in the MAC, she a lso 
teac hes Prob lem Solving Using Tec hnology and  Math in Our World  c ourses. 
 

Math Ac tivity Center 
By Jack Barry 

 
       At the end  of this semester, the MAC c ompleted  its 13th year of opera tion a t 
PSU. Over these past years, the Center has assisted  thousands of students, has 
p rovided  an opportunity for ma th educ a tion ma jors to ga in experienc e and  
earn some money, and  has been a  hub  for math ma jors and  the Student Ma th 
Assoc ia tion. During a  typ ic a l semester, the Center p rovides assistanc e to 
approxima tely 150 students enrolled  in ma th c ourses, ac c ommodates two to six 
p rac tic um students, employs six to 10 tutors, and  rec ords over 600 hours of 
tutoring . The Center is supervised  by Jac k Barry, d irec tor and  part-time math 
fac ulty member by Donna Kelly, a  full-time member of the math fac ulty.  

The suc c ess and  longevity of the MAC is owed  p rimarily to a ll the ma th 
ma jors whose servic e and  goodwill have c ontributed  to the suc c ess of their 
fellow students and  to math educ a tion a t Plymouth Sta te. It is, therefore, w ith 
grea t p ride tha t I aga in thank a ll of you who have partic ipa ted  in the MAC and  
wish you the best!  
 

Mathematic s Educ ation News 
By Dic k Evans 

 
The NH-IMPACT Center c urrently has two math and  sc ienc e partnership  grants 
from the NH Sta te Department of Educ a tion.  One grant w ill help  midd le sc hool 
mathematic s teac hers bec ome highly qua lified  in mathematic s, and  is being 
implemented  in c ollabora tion w ith 12 d ifferent sc hool d istric ts.  The other grant 
looks a t the issue of help ing high sc hool students make the transition to c ollege.  
This grant has PSU working w ith 10 high sc hools from around  the sta te.  In 
add ition to the grants,  the Center is working w ith sc hool d istric ts to help  them 
review, selec t and  implement standards-based  mathematic s p rograms. The 
Center a lso p rovides  p rofessiona l development on top ic s rela ting to 



mathematic s educ a tion, and  is a lso p rovid ing leadership  on issues rela ting to 
mathematic s educ a tion in the sta te,  the New England  reg ion and  na tiona lly. 
 

New !  PSU Statistic al Consulting Center 

By Gloria Ferland  
 

       As PSU c ontinues to grow as a  reg iona l university, the role the Ma thematic s 
Department is p laying in this growth is evidenc ed  by the estab lishment this past 
ac ademic  year of the PSU Statistic al Consulting Center.  
       Under the d irec tion of Dr. Jon Maa tta  and  Dr. Thomas Bouc her, the Center 
p rovides assistanc e in the a reas of da ta  management, da ta  ana lysis, study 
design and  determina tion of ana lytic a l methods used  in those stud ies.  
       Servic es p rovided  in the Center’ s first year have inc luded  assistanc e w ith 
doc tora l d isserta tions, c ampus gradua te c ommittee involvement and  
c ollabora tion w ith researc hers in the Doc tor of Physic a l Therapy Program a t 
Franklin Pierc e College.  Members of the Sta tistic a l Consulting Committee have 
a lso met w ith department members in other PSU departments (meteorology, 
psyc hology, c rimina l justic e, b iology, and  environmenta l sc ienc e) to gauge their 
needs for the Center©s servic es and  to take steps to ad just Ma thematic s 
Department c ourse offerings to better serve the needs of other ma jors as well as 
our math ma jors. 
       The Sta tistic a l Consulting Center is c urrently seeking externa l fund ing to 
inc rease its resourc es and  to fund  student interns so tha t it m ight best serve PSU 
and  the surround ing c ommunities.  For more informa tion on the Center, c ontac t 
Dr. Bouc her a t 535-3236 or ema il:  tbouc her1@plymouth.edu or Dr. Maa tta  a t 
535-2664 or ema il: jonm@plymouth.edu  
 

Student Awards 2005-2006 
By Jon Maatta 

 
Sinc e we skipped  a  year, I w ill mention a ll the awards tha t have been g iven 
sinc e our last newsletter. 
 
2005 
Outstanding Mathematic s Major Awards 
For the first time in 2005, the department p resented  these awards a t our Annual 
Spring Banquet.  Fac ulty in the department thought tha t p resenting the awards 
a t the banquet would  c rea te a  spec ia l experienc e for a ll math students. They 
know how hard  it is to ma jor in ma thematic s.  So, the kudos went to Joy Bowen 
(orig ina lly Wa lpole, N.H.; c urrently Manc hester, N.H.), BS in Mathematic s 
Educ a tion - Sec ondary Certific a tion; and  Kristin Noblet (Narragansett, R.I.), BS in 
Mathematic s Educ a tion – Sec ondary Certific a tion. 
 



Mathematic s Department Fellowship 
The Mathematic s Fellow for 2005-2006 was Jac quelyn (Trevethan) O’Donohoe 
(c urrently of Ashland , N.H.).  This fellowship  involves working in the Ma th Ac tivity 
Center.  The Fellow is responsib le for tutoring students in the Calc ulus and  
Elementa ry Func tions c lasses. 
 
Mathematic s Sc holarships 
The Barbara  Dea rborn Mathematic s Sc hola rship  for 2005-2006 was awarded  to 
Jac quelyn O’Donohoe.  The Sc hola rship  was announc ed during PSU’s spring 
c onvoc a tion c eremony and  was p resented , as it has been for many years, by 
Mitzi Dearborn, Barbara ’s daughter. 
 
The Hunter Baney Ba rton Memoria l Sc hola rship  was awarded  to Amanda 
Bagwell (Riverside, R.I.).   
 
The Geneva  Smith Sc hola rship  was awarded  to four deserving students;  Lennon 
Coronity (Lisbon, N.H.), Tara Damon (Union, N.H.), Danielle Guynup (Peru, N.Y.), 
and  Wendy Wic kman (Effingham, N.H.). 
 
2006 
Outstanding Mathematic s Major Award 
This year the outstand ing ma thematic s ma jor awards went to Casey Crouc h 
(Voluntown, Ct.), BS Applied  Mathematic s; and  Andrew Kenny (Wayne, Ma ine), 
BS in Mathematic s – Sec ondary Certific a tion Op tion. 
 
Mathematic s Department Fellowship 
The Mathematic s Fellow for 2006-2007 was aga in awarded  to Jac quelyn 
O’Donohoe (c urrently of Ashland , N.H.).  Jac kie had  a  suc c essful year as fellow 
last year and  was voted  to c ontinue as the fellow for the fa ll.   
 
Mathematic s Sc holarships 
In 2006-2007, the Barbara  Dearborn Ma thematic s Sc hola rship  was awarded  to 
Lennon Coronity (Lisbon, N.H.).  As has been the trad ition, Mitzi Dearborn 
traveled  from Wisc onsin to p resent the award  during Spring Convoc a tion. 
 
For 2006-2007, the Geneva  Smith Sc hola rship  was awarded  to four students: 
Lianna Gray (Plymouth, N.H.), Stephanie Lassen (Bethlehem, N.H.), Kristen Moody 
(Da lton, N.H.), and  Lisa Morse (Barring ton, N.H.).   
 

Congratulations to a ll of these deserving students! 
 
 
 



Math Assoc iation Update  
By Danielle Guynup 

 
       The Math Assoc ia tion has had  another suc c essful year.  With the wonderful 
leadership  of our p resident, Lennon Coronity, a long w ith vic e-p resident Danielle 
Guynup, sec reta ry Greg Veras, and  treasurer Jac kie O’Donohoe, we were ab le 
to ac c omplish many fund ra isers and  ac tivities for the Ma th Department.  With 
the help  of many math ma jors and  our advisors, Dr. Jon Maa tta  and  Mr. Roger 
Blake, we were ab le to do muc h of our fund ra ising a t the NASCAR rac es last 
Sep tember.  During the fa ll semester, we enjoyed  getting together for a  
spaghetti d inner and  pumpkin c arving a t Dr. Maa tta ’ s house.  We a lso went 
bowling and  had  our annual Christmas party and  Yankee swap in Dec ember. 
       This past sp ring , the Math Assoc ia tion had  a  “ p rob lem of the month”  c ontest 
in whic h a  p rob lem was posted  for students to try to solve, w ith movie tic kets as 
a  p rize.  We a lso helped  the Ma th Department  sponsor a  lec ture g iven by the 
well-known Sudoku puzzle c rea tor Wayne Gould . 
       Our ma jor event in April was the Annual Mathematic s Banquet held  a t the 
Common Man Restaurant.  Many awards were p resented  to the senior math 
ma jors, and  we p resented  the Teac her of the Year Award  to Dr. Brian Beaud rie.  
We are looking forward  to another grea t year.  We are p roud  to have Lisa  Morse 
as the new president, Jessic a  Skillin as vic e-p resident, Danielle Guynup as 
treasurer , and  Lianna  Gray as sec reta ry. 
 

Alumni News  
 By Gloria Ferland 

     
       Tops in our a lumni news this year is rec ognition of p restig ious awards g iven to 
two PSU grads, Greg Superc hi ©93 ( G ©99 ) and   April (Stone) Guinness ©03, for 
their suc c esses  in ma thematic s educ a tion. 
       Greg was one of the 100 na tiona l rec ip ients of the Presidentia l Award  for 
Exc ellenc e in Ma thematic s and  Sc ienc e Teac hing , an award  sponsored  by the 
Na tiona l Sc ienc e Founda tion. 
        Greg has been a  math and  p re-eng ineering teac her a t Lisbon Regiona l 
Sc hool sinc e his gradua tion from PSU in 1993.  He rec eived  his gradua te degree 
in Mathematic s Educ a tion a t PSU in 1999, and  is c urrently working toward  his 
Certific a te of Advanc ed  Graduate Study (CAGS).  He has been a  leader in 
mathematic s educ a tion a round  New Hampshire, having spoken a t severa l 
NHTM and  NCTM c onferenc es.  At Lisbon Regiona l he helped  upda te the 
sc hool©s mathematic s c urric ulum and  he implemented  Projec t Lead  the Way, a  
p re-eng ineering p rogram for high sc hool students.  Greg rec eived  his award  in 
Washing ton , D. C.  in May and  was honored  aga in a t the NH EDies rec ep tion in 
June.  Congra tula tions, Greg! 
        April rec eived  the Fernand  J. Prevost Mathematic s Teac hing Award , a  



NHTM award , initia ted  in 1995 , whic h rec ognizes a  beg inning mathematic s 
teac her in N.H. in his/ her first, sec ond  or third  year of teac hing who exemplifies 
the c harac teristic s Dr. Prevost  b rought to his teac hing during his many years as 
the Sta te Ma thematic s Consultant. 
       April has been teac hing a t Masc oma Va lley Regiona l High Sc hool for the 
last three years.  Her efforts, initia tives, and  suc c ess w ith her students, espec ia lly 
students in the a lterna tive p rogram a t her sc hool, have been grea tly 
apprec ia ted  and  rec ognized  by her administra tors and  fellow teac hers.  April 
rec eived  a  p laque, a  $100 p rize, and  a  year©s membership  to NHTM, a ll of whic h 
were p resented  to her a t the NHTM Spring Conferenc e held  a t PSU in Marc h.  
Way to go, April! 
 
Other news... 
 
       Jonathan Wixson ( G ©04 ) is a  gradua te teac hing assistant in the doc tora l 
p rogram a t Montana  Sta te University a t Bozeman.  He is working toward  his PhD 
in mathematic s w ith a  spec ia lty in mathematic s educ a tion.  
       Jona than d id  his undergradua te work a t UNH and  taught a t Sanborn 
Regiona l High Sc hool before entering the gradua te p rogram a t PSU.  He was a  
PSU Math Grad  Assistant in 2003-2004 earning his master©s degree in 
mathematic s educ a tion tha t year.  He hopes to c omplete his degree in 2008.  
Good  luc k, Jona than! 
 

Fac ulty Emeriti 
By Ted Giebutowski 

 
     I©m ba-ac k. Well, not rea lly. I was asked  to write up  something about 
mathematic s fac ulty retirees a  while ago and  find ing, this a .m., a  postc ard  from 
Paul and  Gig i Estes on the department bulletin board  reminded  me to get 
c rac king. 
     Speaking of whom, a t this writing , the Estes a re spend ing four weeks in the 
south of Franc e. Gig i©s sister has an apa rtment near Nic e whic h they a re using as 
©home base©. They a re just 3 km from Ita ly and  write tha t they just walked  there; 
should  be a  p iec e of c ake for a  c ouple who a re sta rting on the sec ond  round  of 
c limb ing a ll the > 4,000 ft. mounta ins in N.H.! And  Gig i wants to do them a ll in the 
w inter! After tha t, they©ll do them aga in; in the nude. Oh boy, I©m going to have 
some fun w ith this job . Oh, Paul has fina lly quit for good ; he d idn©t teac h any 
part-time c ourses a t a ll this year. 
     Bernadette Russek stopped  by our house rec ently to c ollec t a  few veggie 
p lants I had  sta rted  from seed . She and  Arnie a re enjoying their home in 
Campton . . . 
     Ed  and  Marilyn Wixson a re keep ing busy. Ed  c ontinues as c ha ir of the 
Plymouth Hosp ita l©s board  of d irec tors and  a lso as member of the board  of the 



Community Savings Bank here in Plymouth. Just to make sure he doesn©t get 
board (!), he©s a lso on the board  of an ec onomic  development p rojec t 
shepherd ing the c onstruc tion of new fac ilities for the hosp ita l; if you©re in town, 
take a  d rive to the Wal-Mart parking lot and  look behind  it; tha t©s where the 
p rojec t is going . Marilyn is involved  w ith the loc a l hosp ic e and  an adult literac y 
p rojec t. They©ll be spend ing some time c amping in North Carolina  and  Virg inia  
this Oc tober. 
     Norm Cote has been immersing himself in writings in Frenc h and  Russian. His 
most rec ent book read  is "Thaïs" by Ana tole Franc e. He gets ac ross the border to 
Quebec  oc c asiona lly for lunc h w ith a  friend  and  for a  b it of Frenc h environment. 
For exerc ise, Norm takes da ily walks, sometimes a round  his house, sometimes in 
the loc a l Wa l-Mart superstore. 
     Yours truly has been up  to his usua l leisure time ac tivities- gardening, fishing , 
hunting , mushrooming, w ine making, c ooking, yada  yada  yada . Also a  little b it 
of politic s; to quote Will Rogers, "I am a  member of no organized  politic a l party… 
I©m a  Democ ra t." Pa t and  I a re hop ing to get off someplac e, p robab ly Ma ine, 
for a  c oup le of weeks this Sep tember. 
 

Thank You, Ted! 
By Gloria Ferland     

 
       Dr. Ted  Giebutowski c ompiled  and  ed ited  AfterMath for many years p rior to 
his retirement from PSU in Dec ember, 2004, and  we in the Department would  like 
to take this opportunity to thank Ted  for his ded ic a tion to this endeavor. As 
evidenc ed  in the p revious a rtic le, he has kep t in touc h w ith those Math 
Department retirees who “ went before him” , and  he grac iously agreed  to write 
the a rtic le sharing news of them.  
        We in the department regret tha t the task of c ompiling the 2005 newsletter 
somehow got overlooked , henc e the c ombina tion of two years’  worth of news 
in this ed ition.  I agreed  to c ompile this year’ s newsletter and  have enjoyed  my 
one-year stint doing it (Keith and  I w ill be retiring in Dec ember as mentioned  
earlier).  It has b rought bac k memories of my high sc hool years as a lumni ed itor 
of my high sc hool newspaper and  layout ed itor for my c ollege yearbook.  Surely 
this important task of c ompiling the newsletter w ill not be overlooked  next year. 
     But, we do need the help of our readers /  a lumni!  Please let us know what’ s 
up  w ith you so tha t we c an expand  our news of a lumni and  not have to rely on 
news “ through the grapevine “ of former students and  c olleagues.  Be sure to 
ind ic a te your year of gradua tion when you share your info.   Dr. Barbara  
Bosc hmans (bbosc hmans@plymouth.ed u ) has agreed  to c ollec t any info sent 
to her and  pass it on to next year’ s ed itor.  And , thanks to  Wendy Burnham, our 
Department Administra tive Assistant, for her time and  work in  getting AfterMath 
ac tua lly set up  for Internet pub lic a tion.  As usual, a  job  well done! 

 


