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DEAR STATE SENATORS:

Keep the Universit
System of New
Hampshire Strong!

We rely on the University System of New Hampshire (USNH) for its outstanding

graduates who work for our companies, its innovative research and technology;,

and its business partnerships—all of which make NH’s economy one of the strongest in the
nation. Arguably the single strongest asset of our economy is a highly skilled and motivated

workforce, which includes many USNH graduates.

In fact, USNH and businesses are working more closely
than ever to help us solve the state’s fiscal challenges.

The USNH institutions provide an exceptional educational experience with great efficiency
and effectiveness, even as New Hampshire ranks last in per capita support for higher

education.

The House’s plan to cut USNH funding threatens to disrupt this important state asset.

Consider the facts:

e USNH is an anchor and a stabilizing force in the NH economy—contributing
nearly $2 billion a year in economic activity, from a $100 million a year

investment from the state. That is a fantastic return on investment.

e USNH leadersare working hard to adoptbusiness-inspired models to transform

the way they operate, and to increase public-private collaborations.
e The state House of Representatives has approved a 45 percent cut to the USNH
appropriation. This would bring state funding back to 1992 levels. Such a steep

cut in one year will have a negative impact in the short- and long-term for

the state’s economy. And it would threaten innovative programs that are just
taking hold.

We urge the state Senate to keep USNH
strong and support a USNH budget that
will protect and grow the state’s economy.
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