Agri-leisure: Exploring the fun of local food

Ben Amsden, Ph.D.
The Center for Rural Partnerships at Plymouth State University

4 N N [ | | | N
An Opportunity Extending the Local Food Conversation Policy Implications
- . .
Local food research is often situated in contexts of _ _ What do we need to know? ﬁ@reat_lpg SUERY BhEEs fqr f_arm_—based economic
healthy living, environmental sustainability, and Agritourism diversification and food distribution
community wéll-being Additional component’s of a AAre recreational ventures such as pick-your-own orchards or maple sugar operations springboards ARe-visioning farms as i p | atewiss i t 0
local food system include recreation, leisure, and into a local food network? AJnderstanding that visitors may create conflict in
. ) ) 1. . . - . . 5 .
tourism. A new approach is needed to elucidate ACan agritourism, as a community and economic development strategy, promote food security- BhReeISopcoar: ;ﬁr;gucnr:gnges 1 risk management
these linkages and introduce recreation and leisure . _ _
to our tﬁinking about how producers and Recreational Farming (aka Hobby Farmin ABalancing the provision of amenities with service
SErETTERE (rErEE vl farrns. ¢ A e B ANhat is the role of hobby farmers in a local food network? to all segments of the local population
\CSAS, =i GilreEr eeal faee] vErEs, ) AShould local food networks contribute to the economic viability of hobby farmers who grow for fun? \AAddressing issues of planning and zoning )

Local Sustainability
ANhy do people really visit f a r mmark&ts? What would increase visitation? Can markets serve as

both community resources and tourist destinations?
K ADoes tourism and recreation threaten traditional ideas of farm-based sustainability and identity? /

Future Directions for Agri-leisure

Where do we go from here?
Research
Metter understand f a r mmark@ts (rapid market assessments, focus groups, Kl interviews)
Auantify the economic impacts of local food tourism
Metermine how best to market the recreational aspects of local foods

Collaboration
Mesign tourism marketing partnerships between recreation/hospitality providers and famers

Mraxis: Create joint initiatives between practitioners, researchers, and the public Key SC h 0O | ars h | p

What Is Agri-leisure?
Outreach

Agri-leisure is an introductory conceptual A°romote local food as a strategy for rural development and community sustainability AEconomic valuation: Fleischer & Tsur
framework that highlights the role of recreation, Amplement workshops to foster entrepreneurship and innovation in leisure contexts (2000); Veeck, et al. (2006)
tourism, and leisure In agricultural research. As a
concept, agri-leisure has roots In a variety of AViarket Assessments: Lev, et al. (2008)
theoretical perspectives:

MARural community development: Lyson, et
AVultifunctional Agriculture (Wilson) al. (1995); Gale (1997)

ASerious Leisure (Stebbins) A heoretical frameworks: Evans and Ibery
(1989)
Anteractional Community (Kaufman, Wilkinson)
AViotivations: Nickerson, et. al (2001)
fSense of Place (Tuan, Relph)
Anthropology of Food: Fischler (1988);
MPlay (Huizenga) Counihan (1999)
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