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A Small Prayer
May we remain patient 

and take our time making 
decisions, asking for Your help, 
Lord. Amen

Today’s Chuckle
If humankind is so 

evolved, why do we 
need lobster bibs?
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Double-murder trial continues

FEDERAL COURT

RIGHT-TO-KNOW

WEATHER

By Roberta Baker
Union Leader Staff

CONCORD — A  school bus 
driver and his wife, both of Keene, 
have been arrested  after state and 
federal investigators traced sexu-
ally explicit photos of children 
that the man posted online this 
month, the U.S. Attorney for New 
Hampshire said Wednesday.

Paul Baird, 43, and his wife, 

Krystal, 38, were arrested 
Wednesday in connection with 
their alleged production of child 
sexual abuse material after 
Homeland Security investigators, 
working with state and Keene law 
enforcement, found three photos 
of a prepubescent girl engaged 
in a sexual act posted on a “dark” 
website dedicated to child sexual 
exploitation, said William Crogan, 
assistant special agent for Home-

land Security Investigations.
Paul Baird drove a bus for Stu-

dent Transportation of America, 
the contractor for the ConVal 
School District in Peterborough.

U.S. Attorney Jane Young said 
she could not confirm whether 
more than one child was involved 
or if the girl in the photos was 
from the ConVal district.

Baird has been terminated by 
the school bus company, accord-
ing to a statement from ConVal 
Superintendent Kimberly Rizzo-
Saunders. Student Transportation 
of America declined to comment.

“It does not appear at this time 
that the arrest is connected to any 
activity involving our students 
and staff, or any district-related 
activity,” Rizzo-Saunders said.

The photographs that Paul 
Baird allegedly posted on March 
7 depicted a partially naked girl 
in a sex act with an adult male, 
according to law enforcement of-
ficials. Krystal Baird allegedly ad-
mitted to taking two of the three 
photos.

Federal law prohibits the pro-
duction of child sexual abuse 
material and makes it a crime to 

employ, use, persuade, entice or 
coerce a minor to engage in sexu-
ally explicit conduct in order to 
produce a visual depiction.

According to court documents, 
Baird allegedly used a username 
related to a professional sports 
team to advertise and distribute 
pornographic imagery on a web-
site that depicts 4- to 14-year-old 
girls. Between November 2023 
and the present, he allegedly 
posted roughly 101 messages and 
uploaded 28 files of child sexual 

By Kevin Landrigan
Union Leader Staff

CONCORD — The New Hampshire Supreme 
Court has ordered the release of internal-affairs 
investigation documents that led to the negotiated 
resignation of current state Rep. Jonathan Stone 
from the Claremont police force in 2006.

This unanimous de-
cision upheld a lower 
court’s ruling that a 
stipulation agreement 
between the city and 
Stone that the records 
were confidential was 
no longer valid because 
of later court rulings 
and current interpreta-
tions of the state’s Right-
to-Know Law.

In October 2022, 
Superior Court Judge 
Martin Honigberg ruled 
against Stone and or-
dered the city to release 
the records.

In an 18-page rul-
ing, Honigberg rejected 
Stone’s demand for pri-
vacy, noting the docu-
ments do not reveal 
intimate details of his 
life, “but are concerned with information relating 
to his conduct as a government employee while 
performing his official duties and interacting with 
(members) of the public.”

Stone’s lawyer, Peter Decato, had asked the Su-
preme Court to hold to its 1993 ruling in Union 
Leader v. William Fenniman that documents such 
as these should remain secret and not be undone 
by more recent decisions.

Supreme Court Associate Justice Patrick Dono-

High court affirms 
public release  
of ex-cop’s records

 J Current state Rep. Jonathan Stone had 
sought to keep private the investigation 
that led to his 2006 resignation from the 
Claremont Police Department. 

DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

Defendant Timothy Verrill, 41, walks back into the courtroom following a break during the second day of his second double-
homicide trial at Strafford County Superior Court in Dover on Wednesday. Verrill is facing several felony charges for first- and 
second-degree murder and falsifying physical evidence in connection with the fatal stabbings of Christine Sullivan, 48, and Jenna 
Pellegrini, 32, on Jan. 27, 2017. Details, Page A3.

By Paul Feely
Union Leader Staff

A Portsmouth teenager who went 
on a 2023 vandalism spree that 
targeted homes, businesses and 
houses of worship with graffiti ad-
vocating “white supremacy and Na-
zism” admitted in a settlement with 
prosecutors he violated the state’s 

civil rights law.
Attorney General John M. For-

mella announced that the Rock-
ingham County Superior Court 
entered a consent decree Tuesday 
resolving allegations that Loren 
Faulkner, 18, had violated the New 
Hampshire Civil Rights Act.

In the settlement, Faulkner ac-
knowledged that he was respon-
sible for the vandalism spree.

“This consent decree provides 
another example of the Attorney 
General’s Office’s commitment to 

Graffiti vandal accepts deal in civil rights complaint 
 J Loren Faulkner, 18,  

faces a fine and 250 hours 
of community service.

Loren 
Faulkner is 
seen in this 
security 
camera 
image during 
his  vandalism 
spree last 
year in 
Portsmouth.

PORTSMOUTH 

POLICE+See Records, Page A8

“We intervened in 
this case because 

it was another 
attempt by a 
former police 

officer to shield 
police disciplinary 
information from 

the public.” 
GILLES BISSONNETTE

ACLU-NH legal director

By John Koziol
Union Leader Correspondent

WOLFEBORO — Ice Out came ear-
lier than ever on Lake Winnipesaukee 
this year, but it’s not just about boating: 
Ben Kilham is urging homeowners to 
bring in their bird feeders right away or 
risk bears in the backyard.

With an average temperature of 28 
degrees, the winter months of De-
cember through February were the 
warmest on record, according to the 
National Weather Service.

Kilham, the “Bear Whisperer of 
Lyme,” said that means bears will be 
stirring earlier than usual — and they 
will be hungry.

Male bears, who “can travel easily 
and go to try to find food,” will be en-
ticed by a bird feeder, possibly creat-
ing a conflict in which “the bear gets 
punished,” sometimes fatally.

Eric Kelsey Ph.D., a research assis-
tant professor at Plymouth State Uni-

versity, said New Hampshire’s climate 
is getting warmer, and there are con-
sequences to that, though they may 
not be fully known or understood.

A big fan of historical data, Kelsey 
said Wednesday in a phone interview 
that he was struck by how late Ice 
In on Lake Winnipesaukee was an-
nounced — Feb. 9 — and how early 
Ice Out came — 4:47 p.m. last Sunday.

On average, Ice Out, which has 
been recorded since 1888, “has been 
occurring earlier and earlier,” Kelsey 
said, and in recent times, there have 

The ice is out, and the bears are getting hungry

JOHN KOZIOL/UNION LEADER FILE

It’s been a warm winter, and now that spring is here, bears 
will be stirring soon and looking for easy food sources — like 
backyard bird feeders.

 J The earliest-ever Ice Out 
on Lake Winnipesaukee has 
implications for more than 
boaters.

+See Ice Out, Page A8

+See Civil Rights, Page A8

Bus driver, wife accused of producing child sex abuse images 
 J Paul Baird of Keene has been fired from his job with 

the ConVal School District’s bus contractor.

+See Bus Driver, Page A8
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van wrote that Stone’s pri-
vacy interest in this matter 
was not weighty, but the 
“public’s interest in disclo-
sure, however, weighs heav-
ily.”

In May 2020, the Su-
preme Court issued a pair 
of decisions, Union Leader 
v. the Town of Salem and 
Seacoast Newspapers v. the 
City of Portsmouth, that 
more broadly interpreted 
New Hampshire’s Right-to-
Know Law in favor of releas-
ing more information to the 
public.

Stone, a Republican, is 
serving his first term in the 
House of Representatives 
and is a member of the 
Criminal Justice and Public 
Safety Committee.

Stone, 50, served three 
terms on the Claremont 
City Council until he lost his 
reelection bid last Novem-
ber by six votes to Jonathan 
Hayden.

One justice ‘concerned’
The decision means 13 

investigative reports on 
Stone’s conduct and four 
pieces of correspondence 
about him from the Police 
Standards and Trainings 
Council will be publicly 
available.

All four justices sitting on 
the case agreed with this 
outcome, but Justice Anna 
Barbara Hantz Marconi is-
sued a separate concurring 
opinion.

She noted she dissented 
from those 2020 decisions 

that expanded the interpre-
tation of the Right-to-Know 
Law.

“I am concerned that the 
majority’s opinion takes an 
incremental step, under 
the facts of this case, to 
preclude the use of confi-
dential settlements by gov-
ernmental entities,” Hantz 
Marconi wrote.

“Such agreements can 
serve an important pur-
pose, and our developing 
RSA 91-A jurisprudence, 
along with other record 
retention policies, may re-
duce or eliminate the avail-
ability of this device.”

She pointed out that the 
federal government in 2022 
ended a ban on so-called 
“clean agreements” and 
reinstated the blocking of 
public access to documents 
about a federal employee 
as part of a settlement that 
ends that person’s employ-
ment.

Lawyers for the New 
Hampshire Union Lead-
er and American Civil 
Liberties Union of New 
Hampshire had joined in 
supporting the decision by 
Claremont officials to re-
lease these records.

“We intervened in this 
case because it was another 
attempt by a former police 
officer to shield police dis-
ciplinary information from 
the public,” said Gilles Bis-
sonnette, legal director with 
ACLU-NH.

 klandrigan@unionleader.com
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been two years without an Ice In.
Kelsey said that “our climate-mod-

el projections, for a good 20-plus 
years, have indicated that our cli-
mate will be migrating southward to 
what the southern U.S. had 30 to 40 
years ago.”

Kelsey, a skier who calls both Can-
non Mountain and Tenney Mountain 
home, is concerned about what rising 
temperatures could mean for Alpine 
and cross-country resorts. For the 
third year in a row, this past December 
was warmer than usual, followed by 
heavy rains that made the snowpack 
wet for the end-of-year holidays.

Most New Hampshire resorts 
can make snow, but it costs money, 
Kelsey said. Some resorts may close, 

he said, while the survivors may have 
to boost lift-ticket prices.

Kelsey is working on an archive of 
snowpack information, which, as of 
May 1, will be funded by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration.

The fact is that the snowpack in 
New Hampshire and elsewhere is 
disappearing, Kelsey said. In New 
Hampshire, “We won’t return to the 
climate of the last decade in our life-
time.”

“The odds are increasingly against 
us for getting a colder or normal win-
ter,” he said.

At Wolfeboro’s Goodhue Boat Co., 
the oldest marina on Lake Winnipe-
saukee, General Manager Jeremiah 

Burke said Ice Out is a “very signifi-
cant” annual occasion, but maybe 
not as much — or in the way — some 
think it is.

“It’s significant in that it certainly 
gets people thinking about boating, 
shopping for boats, looking and actu-
ally doing a test drive,” he said, but it is 
not actually the moment when most 
people choose to put their boats in 
the water. Most people, he said, put 
their boats in during the first week of 
May.

“The one thing that everyone needs 
to remember is that the water is still 
very cold and generally speaking the 
air temperatures are very cold, espe-
cially at night,” he said.

LakesNews@unionleader.com

Ice Out
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JOHN KOZIOL/UNION LEADER CORRESPONDENT

Service adviser Joe Lyons checks out the boats that will soon be coming out of storage at Goodhue Boat Co. in Wolfeboro.

ensuring that in the ‘Live Free or Die’ 
State, everyone has the opportunity 
to live and worship freely, without 
fear of hate-motivated conduct,” For-
mella said in a statement. 

Under the terms of the consent de-
cree, the court ordered Faulkner to 
pay a civil penalty of $50,000, with all 
but $2,500 suspended for three years 
if he complies with all of the terms of 
the decree. Those include undergo-
ing a behavior assessment; partici-
pating in behavior or mental health 
counseling and complying with all 
recommendations; enrolling and 
participating in either an educational 
or vocational program or seeking and 
maintaining employment; and com-
pleting 200 hours of community ser-
vice work.

Faulkner must not commit any 
more Civil Rights Act violations, nor 
go within 250 feet of the locations he 
targeted or contact owners, staff or 
residents for a period of three years.

If Faulkner knowingly violates any 
of the conditions, he could face the 
full civil penalty and/or criminal 
charges.

The civil action was filed in April in 
Rockingham County Superior Court 
against Faulkner, 17 at the time, for 
22 violations of the New Hampshire 
Civil Rights Act.

According to the complaint, “Much 
of the property damage was graf-
fiti that included swastikas, one of 

the more well-recognized symbols 
of antisemitism but also racism, ho-
mophobia, and transphobia, crosses, 
a symbol of Christianity, and/or tar-
gets signs and symbols supportive 
of the LGBTQ+ community and the 
Black community…”

Authorities say the first incident 
Faulkner was involved in occurred 
on April 20, 2022, when he drove a 
red sedan with Rhode Island plates 
into the driveway of a private home 
in Portsmouth and tried to cut down 
a rainbow Pride flag.

Almost a year later, on Feb. 21, 
2023, a Black Heritage Trail plaque 
outside St. John’s Church was hit with 
red paint. An overnight vandalism 
spree followed.

Officials say Faulkner then drove to 
Market Square, where he cut down a 
rainbow Pride flag hanging outside 
the North Church. Witnesses took 
pictures of that incident and later 
provided them to police.

That same day, Faulkner and a 
friend sent an email to the rest of 
their sophomore class at Portsmouth 
High School, which included a video 
of Faulkner burning a Ukrainian flag 
while railing against Ukraine, Ukrai-
nians and gay people in a curse-
ridden tirade, according to the court 
complaint.

Faulkner previously had stolen the 
flag from St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church, which is a few hundred yards 

from the high school, officials said.
According to the AG’s office, 

Faulkner also spray-painted swas-
tikas, crosses and Stars of David at 
18 places across the city on Feb. 21, 
including houses of worship, busi-
nesses, private homes and public 
sites. Surveillance cameras captured 
Faulkner moving between locations 
and vandalizing some of them, offi-
cials said.

Authorities said Faulkner spray-
painted a Star of David, a red X, the 
word “Juden” and the phrase “White 
Lives Matter” on the Market Street 
pedestrian bridge in the city.

Other places targeted with graf-
fiti were Temple Israel, St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, St. John’s Ma-
sonic Lodge, a rainbow-colored park 
bench outside Portsmouth Place 
Apartments and the Hanover Street 
parking garage.

Officials say Faulkner also spray-
painted over several signs at homes 
and businesses, including a sticker in 
a yoga studio window that read “Hate 
is Unwelcome Here” and the sign in 
the window of a tattoo parlor that 
read “All are Loved.”

According to prosecutors, 
Faulkner’s actions were motivated 
by hostility toward people because 
of their race, national origin, religion, 
sexual orientation, and gender iden-
tity.

pfeely@unionleader.com
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abuse material, according 
to the documents.

Homeland Security 
agents were able to trace 
the postings to the Bairds’ 
address in Keene. Officials 
said Paul Baird was iden-
tified through telephone 
records, motor vehicle re-
cords, a review of open-
source media and a seizure 
and search of his electronic 
devices.

During an interview with 
investigators on March 20, 
Krystal Baird said that in 
December 2023, Paul Baird 
asked her to take photos of 
himself with a minor vic-
tim. She said she initially re-
fused but eventually agreed 
because she didn’t want to 
make him angry. She said 
she took two of the photos 
and Baird took one.

The couple was arrested 
two weeks after the March 
7 posting.

“The investigation re-
mains sensitive and HSI 
will pursue any leads in 
the investigation of victims 
of abuse,” Crogan said at a 
news conference Wednes-
day.

“The district intends to 
swiftly and fully cooperate 
with the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice. The safety and security 
of our students is our utmost 
concern,” Rizzo-Saunders, 
the school superintendent, 
said in a statement late 
Wednesday. “We will begin 

reviewing our transporta-
tion safety protocols begin-
ning immediately.”

She said the district will 
review, with STA, the com-
pany’s policies and prac-
tices “to ensure that our 
students are afforded the 
highest level of protection 
and that STA employees 
reflect the shared values of 
our district.”

Anyone with relevant in-
formation pertaining to the 
Bairds is asked to call the 
Homeland Security Inves-
tigation’s hotline, 603-629-
2716.

rbaker@unionleader.com

Bus Driver
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“The district 
intends to 

swiftly and fully 
cooperate with 

the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. The safety 

and security of 
our students is our 
utmost concern.”

KIMBERLY  
RIZZ0-SAUNDERS
ConVal superintendent

NEW ENGLAND

By matthew medsger
Boston Herald (TNS)

BOSTON — The Mass achusetts 
governor’s plan to rebuild the two 
bridges carrying traffic to and 
from Cape Cod is still short of the 
funding required to get started, 
and the state’s congressional del-
egation is calling on the Biden 
administration to remember who 
helped pass the law that’s paying 
for the nation’s infrastructure re-
vival in the first place.

Over the last four months the 
lawmakers have managed to get 
the federal government to cough 
up $722 million toward replace-
ment of the Bourne and Sagamore 
bridges, $350 million of which 
was signed into law just over a 
week ago by President Biden. The 
state has committed at least $700 
million toward rebuilding the 
aging spans. Replacing Sagamore 
alone is however, is estimated at 
$2.14 billion.

In a letter addressed to Sec-

retary of Transportation Pete 
Buttigieg and signed by the full 
delegation, the lawmakers re-
mind the administration that 
there is still an outstanding Bridge 
Investment Program grant appli-
cation for $1.072 billion waiting 

on approval.
That money, according to the 

lawmakers, “will unlock the Com-
monwealth’s ability to carry out 
this project for the good of Massa-
chusetts and the entire Northeast 
region.”

“We worked hard to pass Presi-
dent Biden’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law to provide historic 
opportunities to fund critical in-
frastructure projects across the 
United States. Rebuilding the 
Cape Cod bridges is a prototypical 
project that the Law was designed 
to fund,” they wrote.

The Bourne and Sagamore 
Bridges were built in 1933 and are 
owned by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. Both bridges, accord-
ing to USACE inspection reports, 
are structurally deficient and 
must be replaced. The full cost of 
building new bridges is estimated 
north of $4.5 billion.

Despite the cost, replacing the 
bridge is an absolute necessity 
for the more than 260,000 Cape 
residents and the 5 million people 
who visit the region annually. The 
busy spans carry 35 million cars 
each year. According to a report 
commissioned by members of the 
delegation and released last fall, 
not replacing the pair of bridges 

would be “catastrophic” for the 
region.

“The current condition of the 
bridges is untenable, and without 
replacements, problems will only 
grow,” the October report said.

While USACE says both bridges 
will require replacement, not long 
after taking office Gov. Maura 
Healey halved the scope of the 
project and directed grant writ-
ers to pursue funding for just the 
Sagamore replacement, with the 
Bourne Bridge project to come 
later.

Since doing so, the delegation 
wrote, DOT has “awarded this 
project a $372 million Mega grant. 
The Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts has committed $700 
million in state funding without 
any further legislative authoriza-
tion required. Most recently, on 
March 9, 2024, President Biden 
signed into law an appropriations 
package that included $350 mil-
lion in funding for the Cape Cod 
Bridges.”

Mass. lawmakers urge Biden to move on $1B grant for Cape Cod bridges

NANCY LANE/MEDIANEWS GROUP/BOSTON HERALD

Replacement cost for the 90-year-old Sagamore (pictured) and Bourne 
bridges on Cape Cod is estimated at more than $4.5 billion.
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decisions, asking for Your help, 
Lord. Amen
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Double-murder trial continues

FEDERAL COURT

RIGHT-TO-KNOW

WEATHER

By Roberta Baker
Union Leader Staff

CONCORD — A  school bus 
driver and his wife, both of Keene, 
have been arrested  after state and 
federal investigators traced sexu-
ally explicit photos of children 
that the man posted online this 
month, the U.S. Attorney for New 
Hampshire said Wednesday.

Paul Baird, 43, and his wife, 

Krystal, 38, were arrested 
Wednesday in connection with 
their alleged production of child 
sexual abuse material after 
Homeland Security investigators, 
working with state and Keene law 
enforcement, found three photos 
of a prepubescent girl engaged 
in a sexual act posted on a “dark” 
website dedicated to child sexual 
exploitation, said William Crogan, 
assistant special agent for Home-

land Security Investigations.
Paul Baird drove a bus for Stu-

dent Transportation of America, 
the contractor for the ConVal 
School District in Peterborough.

U.S. Attorney Jane Young said 
she could not confirm whether 
more than one child was involved 
or if the girl in the photos was 
from the ConVal district.

Baird has been terminated by 
the school bus company, accord-
ing to a statement from ConVal 
Superintendent Kimberly Rizzo-
Saunders. Student Transportation 
of America declined to comment.

“It does not appear at this time 
that the arrest is connected to any 
activity involving our students 
and staff, or any district-related 
activity,” Rizzo-Saunders said.

The photographs that Paul 
Baird allegedly posted on March 
7 depicted a partially naked girl 
in a sex act with an adult male, 
according to law enforcement of-
ficials. Krystal Baird allegedly ad-
mitted to taking two of the three 
photos.

Federal law prohibits the pro-
duction of child sexual abuse 
material and makes it a crime to 

employ, use, persuade, entice or 
coerce a minor to engage in sexu-
ally explicit conduct in order to 
produce a visual depiction.

According to court documents, 
Baird allegedly used a username 
related to a professional sports 
team to advertise and distribute 
pornographic imagery on a web-
site that depicts 4- to 14-year-old 
girls. Between November 2023 
and the present, he allegedly 
posted roughly 101 messages and 
uploaded 28 files of child sexual 

By Kevin Landrigan
Union Leader Staff

CONCORD — The New Hampshire Supreme 
Court has ordered the release of internal-affairs 
investigation documents that led to the negotiated 
resignation of current state Rep. Jonathan Stone 
from the Claremont police force in 2006.

This unanimous de-
cision upheld a lower 
court’s ruling that a 
stipulation agreement 
between the city and 
Stone that the records 
were confidential was 
no longer valid because 
of later court rulings 
and current interpreta-
tions of the state’s Right-
to-Know Law.

In October 2022, 
Superior Court Judge 
Martin Honigberg ruled 
against Stone and or-
dered the city to release 
the records.

In an 18-page rul-
ing, Honigberg rejected 
Stone’s demand for pri-
vacy, noting the docu-
ments do not reveal 
intimate details of his 
life, “but are concerned with information relating 
to his conduct as a government employee while 
performing his official duties and interacting with 
(members) of the public.”

Stone’s lawyer, Peter Decato, had asked the Su-
preme Court to hold to its 1993 ruling in Union 
Leader v. William Fenniman that documents such 
as these should remain secret and not be undone 
by more recent decisions.

Supreme Court Associate Justice Patrick Dono-

High court affirms 
public release  
of ex-cop’s records

 J Current state Rep. Jonathan Stone had 
sought to keep private the investigation 
that led to his 2006 resignation from the 
Claremont Police Department. 

DAVID LANE/UNION LEADER

Defendant Timothy Verrill, 41, walks back into the courtroom following a break during the second day of his second double-
homicide trial at Strafford County Superior Court in Dover on Wednesday. Verrill is facing several felony charges for first- and 
second-degree murder and falsifying physical evidence in connection with the fatal stabbings of Christine Sullivan, 48, and Jenna 
Pellegrini, 32, on Jan. 27, 2017. Details, Page A3.

By Paul Feely
Union Leader Staff

A Portsmouth teenager who went 
on a 2023 vandalism spree that 
targeted homes, businesses and 
houses of worship with graffiti ad-
vocating “white supremacy and Na-
zism” admitted in a settlement with 
prosecutors he violated the state’s 

civil rights law.
Attorney General John M. For-

mella announced that the Rock-
ingham County Superior Court 
entered a consent decree Tuesday 
resolving allegations that Loren 
Faulkner, 18, had violated the New 
Hampshire Civil Rights Act.

In the settlement, Faulkner ac-
knowledged that he was respon-
sible for the vandalism spree.

“This consent decree provides 
another example of the Attorney 
General’s Office’s commitment to 

Graffiti vandal accepts deal in civil rights complaint 
 J Loren Faulkner, 18,  

faces a fine and 250 hours 
of community service.

Loren 
Faulkner is 
seen in this 
security 
camera 
image during 
his  vandalism 
spree last 
year in 
Portsmouth.
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“We intervened in 
this case because 

it was another 
attempt by a 
former police 

officer to shield 
police disciplinary 
information from 

the public.” 
GILLES BISSONNETTE

ACLU-NH legal director

By John Koziol
Union Leader Correspondent

WOLFEBORO — Ice Out came ear-
lier than ever on Lake Winnipesaukee 
this year, but it’s not just about boating: 
Ben Kilham is urging homeowners to 
bring in their bird feeders right away or 
risk bears in the backyard.

With an average temperature of 28 
degrees, the winter months of De-
cember through February were the 
warmest on record, according to the 
National Weather Service.

Kilham, the “Bear Whisperer of 
Lyme,” said that means bears will be 
stirring earlier than usual — and they 
will be hungry.

Male bears, who “can travel easily 
and go to try to find food,” will be en-
ticed by a bird feeder, possibly creat-
ing a conflict in which “the bear gets 
punished,” sometimes fatally.

Eric Kelsey Ph.D., a research assis-
tant professor at Plymouth State Uni-

versity, said New Hampshire’s climate 
is getting warmer, and there are con-
sequences to that, though they may 
not be fully known or understood.

A big fan of historical data, Kelsey 
said Wednesday in a phone interview 
that he was struck by how late Ice 
In on Lake Winnipesaukee was an-
nounced — Feb. 9 — and how early 
Ice Out came — 4:47 p.m. last Sunday.

On average, Ice Out, which has 
been recorded since 1888, “has been 
occurring earlier and earlier,” Kelsey 
said, and in recent times, there have 

The ice is out, and the bears are getting hungry
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It’s been a warm winter, and now that spring is here, bears 
will be stirring soon and looking for easy food sources — like 
backyard bird feeders.

 J The earliest-ever Ice Out 
on Lake Winnipesaukee has 
implications for more than 
boaters.
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Bus driver, wife accused of producing child sex abuse images 
 J Paul Baird of Keene has been fired from his job with 

the ConVal School District’s bus contractor.

+See Bus Driver, Page A8

PORTSMOUTH

IT’S MAGIC
From a tough NH upbringing 

to a chance at Hollywood • B1

ELITE EIGHT
SNHU advances in NCAA 
Division II tourney • B3


