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To put it simply, our goal is to help students, especially those who have not yet 
committed to an academic major, to graduate in four years. One of the simplest ways 

to promote this goal is to begin helping them in – and even before – the first year. 

Commitment to the 
First Year Experience 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST 

 Plymouth State University is alive all year 
round, but never more so than near 
summer’s end, at the beginning of a new 
Fall semester. New and returning students 
invigorate and renew the university. This 
year we were particularly fortunate, as we 
welcomed the largest ever incoming class of 
first year students. We are honored to be 
chosen by these students and their families, 
and I am delighted to welcome them here. 
We also welcome the new College of 
University Studies pilot program to 
Plymouth State. This program is a 
manifestation of our commitment to 

NOTES FROM THE DEAN OF THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 
The College of University Studies may one day serve a majority of the bright 
students at Plymouth State University who are in the difficult, but not uncommon, 
process of trying to find the academic major that©s right for them. For today, 
University Studies is a work in progress - a pilot program. The planning began over 
a year ago, and the work began in earnest this summer: a mailing to 350 students; 
the selection of the first fi fty who responded; and fi nally, … CONTINUES ON PG 2. 

ensuring these students, specifically those 
deciding students who have not yet declared 
an academic major, gain access to the many 
university resources at their disposal. This is 
yet another in a series of measures we’ve 
implemented with the intention of improving 
the academic experience at Plymouth State 
University for all our our students. Each and 
every student matters. Join me is wishing this 
new program and the fifty students who are 
taking part in it every success. 

-Dr. Virginia Barry 
Provost, and Vice-President for Academic 

Affairs, Plymouth State University 

Week 1 at 
Plymouth 

State 
University … 

“ … it was nothing like and exactly like I 
expected [at the same time.] Since 

then, it’s gotten better by the day!”  
 
-Kelley Osborne, one of the 50 students in the 

College of University Studies pilot program. 
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Two Guides to 
Student Success 

Especially for Parents and Family 

 
NOTES FROM THE DEAN 
OF THE ACADEMIC 

EXPERIENCE 
 
CONTINUED FROM PG 1 … a 
seemingly endless number of 
phone calls to each student -- 
answering questions, 
addressing concerns, and 
assisting with registration.  
 
Our goal was to pave the 
way for a smoother transition 
to academic l ife, and also 
help to ensure these students 
enrolled in courses leading to 
fulfi l l ing the requirements of 
the General Education 
program and the First Year 
Experience. In short, we©ve 
tried to start students with a 
better first semester, a better 
first year, and, we hope, help 
students fi nd the major that 
most piques their interest and 
enthusiasm.  Having more 
students graduate within four 
years is not the least of our 
goals. 
 

… CONTINUES ON PG 3 
 

Family members of students 
in the College of University 
Studies program will 
receive copies of two 
booklets:  Helping Your 
First-Year College 
Student Succeed and A 
Family Guide to Academic 
Advising.  These are the 
same booklets that were 
distributed at the "Parents as 
Partners" sessions during 
the summer orientations.   
 
Both booklets contain 
practical information that 

 

COLLEGE OF 
UNIVERSITY 
STUDIES: 

Mission 

 
 
 

The College of 
University Studies 
assists deciding 
students w ith the 

resources and 
personal attention 

needed to select an 
appropriate major 

and to plot a course 
of action leading to 
graduation by the 

most eff ic ient route 
possible. 

 
 
 

will help family members 
understand something of the 
rhythms of college life 
and some of the ways they 
might help students adjust to 
college and take advantage 
of all available services.  
 
It©s hard to believe that 
students will begin selecting 
courses for next semester in 
mid-October!  
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Service Pledge 
 

To provide you with the best possible service: 
 

1. We at the College of University Studies are 
committed to academic success by helping deciding 
students identify and meet their individual academic 
goals. 

2. We provide activities, and make suggestions we 
believe are in your best interest. Final decisions are 
yours. 

3. We will make every effort to make you feel 
important and to earn your trust. 

4. We will treat you with respect, fairness, and honesty, 
accepting you and valuing your knowledge. 

5. We will be accessible. 
6. When you contact us we will greet you with our 

names and a smile in our voice. 
7. We will l isten actively to your requests, comments, 

and concerns. 
8. We will be flexible, and open to your ideas about the 

College of University Studies. 
9. If you are dissatisfied with our service, please tell us 

you are unhappy and give us the opportunity to 
satisfy your needs. 

Above: Shannon Brown, a 
student in the University Studies 
pilot, and Dean Robert 
Fitzpatrick, in Belknap Hall 
where most of the pilot project 
students are living. 

Above: Students Joseph 
Martinez (top) and Scott 

Lefebvre 

I want to emphasize in the great concentration which we 
now place upon scientists and engineers how much we 

still need the men and women educated in the liberal 
tradition, willing to take the long look, undisturbed by 

prejudices, and slogans of the moment, who attempt to 
make an honest judgment on difficult events. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY, 35TH
 US PRESIDENT 
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NOTES FROM THE DEAN 

OF THE ACADEMIC 
EXPERIENCE 
 
CONTINUED FROM PG 2 …  
Despite the dismal weather 
of the first week, it was a 
special pleasure getti ng to 
many of these great students 
and their families as they 
moved into Belknap Hall on 
Sunday, August 28th.  As I 
write this, almost two weeks 
have passed -- and there is 
sti l l  so much to be done! 
 
I could not have hoped for a 
better group of students for 
this project.  It has truly been 
a joy to be working with 
them. I hope they will all 
benefi t from the program, 
and I know their input wil l 
help us make next year©s 
program even better. 
 

-Robert Fitzpatrick 
Dean of the Academic 

Experience 
 

Above: Student Michelle Stevens. 

Engaging in the Life of the Mind 
 Dr. Robert Vitalis to deliver first in the Sidore Lecture Series  

This year©s first Sidore Lecture speaker wil l 
be Dr. Robert Vitalis, Associate Professor of 
Political Science from the University of 
Pennsylvania -- renowned expert and prolific 
writer on the subject of the Middle East. 
Tuesday, September 20, he©ll be delivering a 
talk enti tled "Race and International 
Relations." 
 
All Sidore events begin at 7:00 PM and are 
free and open to the public in the Smi th 
Recital Hall at Silver Center 
<http://www.plymouth.edu/cac/>. Each tal k is 
followed by a reception with refreshments. 
For more information, call 535-2501. 
 
In 1979, trustees of the Saul O. Sidore 
Memorial Foundation and representatives of 
Plymouth State College agreed to establish 

the Saul O. Sidore Lectureship 
Program. The purpose of this program 
was to bring to the students and 
residents of the State of New Hampshire 
a variety of speakers who would address 
critical issues and events i n the political, 
social and cultural arenas, thus 
reflecting Mr. Sidore©s lifelong interests.  
 
You can read more about the Sidore 
Lecture Series online at the Web 
address below.  
 
It©s our special hope that students i n the 
College of University Studies will get in 
the habit of attending these stimulati ng 
and timely talks.   
 

Some of the most powerful learning experiences occur outside the 
classroom. University life provides many of these opportunities with invited 

speakers, special programs, and fine art events, to mention only a few. 

 

For more information, visit http://www.plymouth.edu/sidore/about.html 

Above: Student Matthew Rich (left) and senior and student body 
President Jeremy J. Foskitt (right) in the lobby area of Belknap Hall 

 

HELPFUL LINKS FOR PARENTS 
 

College Parent Magazine:  http: //www.collegeparenting.com/pn/  
 

As their website says, College Parent Magazine is dedicated to providing parents of college and college-bound students complete 
and reliable information about important issues such as financial aid, admissions, campus life, and much, much more."  The 

magazine is excellent and free!  However, you do have to mail your address to subscribe. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Office of the Dean of the Academic Experience 
MSC 61 
17 High Street 
Plymouth, NH 03264 
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Ask Us! The College of University 
Studies is here for you.  

Question:  

Hey, I don’ t know if you can answer this, but I thought I’ d give it a try. When my 
roommates use the phone to call long distance to their hometowns, how does the phone 
company know who to charge? 

-Anonymous 

Thanks for asking! Our friends at Plymouth State University Telecommunications and 
Networking found the answer for us: 

When you call someone from your room and it is long distance, you are prompted to enter 
a personal bill ing code that is attached to the student; not the room.  Therefore, any call 
that wouldn©t be free is billed to a student and not the whole room. 

-College of University Studies Team 

Below: Students Matthew Twomey 
and Linda Kane 

We know everything. Or we know someone who does.  

 

HELPFUL STUDY SKILLS LINKS (FOR STUDENTS) 
 

http: //www.stthomas.edu/academicsupport/helpful_study_skills_links.htm 
 

This list of Web resources from The University of St. Thomas in Saint Paul, MN, is a treasure 
trove of great ideas. 


