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University Sudies

Fifty first-year students accepted our invitation to join the College of University Studies
pilot program in 2005. Our mission is to help deciding students with the resources and personal attention needed
to select an appropriate academic major and plot a course leading to graduation by the most efficient route possible. This new
program will expand to serve over seventy new students in 2006-2007.

Members of the College of University Studies discuss the future with
Dean of the Academic Experience Robert E. Fitzpatrick (right) and
program coordinator Prof. Matt Rolph (left) at a pizza social in January.
Photo by College of University Studies pilot member Kelley Oshorne.

At left (graph): Bethany Myers, Derek Heidemann, and K atelyn Eyles

Where will you go?

Everywhere! Members of the College of University
Studies pilot chose a variety of degree options.

As their first year at Plymouth State comes to an
end, 98% of the members of the College of University
Studies know where they’re headed. And some are
already well on their way there.

For many, the choice was an easy one, a natural result
of learning more about themsel ves and about the available
options ontheir way through this devel opmental advising
program. Each student met with an advisor severd times,
completed mul ti ple self-assessments, and refined his or her
choices, often after taki ng introductory classes in fields of
interest. At this stage many students are prepared to declare
both an academic magjor and a minor.

WEe're honored to have been a resource to these
deciding students. Thoughwe' [l miss them, we're pleased to
see them mi grate to awide variety of new department homes
all across the Plymouth State University campus.

Not every decision reported hereis 100% final at this
stage (in part for technical reasons), but based on our most
recent survey data, it appears that the <ConTINUES ON PG 2>
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Where will you go?

Everywhere! Members of the College of University

Studies pilot chose a wide variety of degree options.

<CONTINUES FROM PG 1> Business department attracted the
most College of University Studies students, with a total of
8 (16% of the University Studies pilot) set to apply for
various degree programs there (split between the B.S.

Busi ness in Marketi ng, General Management, and

Busi ness Admi nistration).

The B.A.in Criminal Justice was the single
most attractive degree option, drawing 6 students (12% of
the University Studies pilot), followed closely by programs
in Communications Studies (including Film & Media
Sudies and Professional Communications), Health and
Human Perfor mance, and English (including B.A. and
B.S. options), each drawing 5 students (10%). A wide
variety of other mgjors are also represented: 1 B.S. Social
Work (2%), 1 B.S. Mathematics (2%), 2 Geography (1
B.S. Geography, 1 Geography: Nature and Heritage
Tourism, total of 4%), 1 B.S. Environmental Biology, 3
B.S. Education (1 Early Childhood Studies, 1 Childhood
Studies, 1 Childhood Studies with Teacher Certification K-
8), 1 B.S. Meterology (CEAPS), 1 B.A. Political Science,
1 B.A. Philosophy, and 3inArt (1 eachinthe B.A. Art
History, Graphic Design, and Art). One College of
University Studies pilot member was accepted into the
National Student Exchange program (for more
information, visit the Bagley House) and will be spending
ayear at another participating institution. One pilot
member has chosen to transfer to other i nstitutions. Two
others found it necessary to withdraw from Plymouth State
for personal reasons. We remain i nvested i n the progress
of each student, always hoping we' ve accomplished our
mission to assist these students with the resources and
personal attention needed to sel ect the most appropriate
major and to plot a course to graduation by the most
effective route possible.

Rewarding a

Commitment to Success

Successful completion of any degree program requires
commitment. Completing a degree withinfour years may require
an even greater commitment to making careful and ti mely choices.
And deciding students opti ng for the most chall engi ng programs
are asked for even more - an extraordinary commitment to success.

The Bachelor of Science in Meteorol ogy offered by the
Plymouth State University Chemical, Earth, Atmospheric and
Physical Sciences Department is just such a challenging program,
the only one of its kind in New Hampshire. It attracts many
students, and those who succeed within four years often beginto
prepare in high school. Over 10% of the students in the College of
University Studies pilot expressed aninterest in this prestigious
program, but onl'y honors student Josh Roberti of Cranston,
Rhode Island emerged from hisfirst year experience ready to
declare the Meteorology major. We're pleased to wish Josh every
success in his new department. Like the many other honors
students in our program, we expect his commitment to success to
continue all the way to end of his academic career.

What's Next for the College
of University Studies?
By Robert E. Fitzpatrick

Thisisan exciting time for Plymouth State, and for the
College of University Studies. For the second time, we' re preparing
to engage with anincoming class of first year students. 1n 2005-2006,
we accepted 50 students; in 2006-2007, we' |l accept 70 more, and
conti nue to advise any who remain with us at the end of the pilot
year. The process begins now —it’s already started — before
orientation, before summer, long before the begi nning of the fall 2006
semester. Five students requested advance admission to the program
in March and April; another twenty have applied since, and we expect
to fill the remai ning 45 seats from among the 290 eligible students
who received our early May mailing. <CoNTINUES ON PG 3>

Photo: Registrar Matt Burkhart (at right, shown with Dean
Robert E. Fitzpatrick) will be among the many highly qualified
academic advisors selected to work with the next group of

students accepted into the College of University Studies.
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What's Next for the
College of University
Studies?

<CONTINUED FROM PG 2> The first students to
apply are the most likely to be accepted. The
College of University Studies will one day
grow to serve all deciding students who elect
to participate, but for today the program
remai ns awork in process. We are growing
the number of new students admitted to the
program by 30%, and i ncreasing the number
of participating advisors significantly.

We' ve assembled an advising
“dreamteam” that incl udes key members of
several vital university offices, people who
are exceptionally well qualified to provide the
hi ghest quality of academic advising and
who'’ ve each committed to working with a
very small portfolio of University Studies
students. These advisorsjoinusinour
commitment to working to facilitate a
smoother transition to academic life for our
members, hel ping to ensure these students
enroll in courses that will fulfill the
requirements of the General Education
program and meet the criteriafor the First
Year Experience. As our current members
know, we®e tried to start our students out
with a better first semester, leading to a better
first year, and, finally, to an easier transition
into a suitable degree program, ideally one
that i nterests and engages the student. This
combi nation of measures is expected to
improve the rate of graduationin four years
for committed, participating students, saving
these students and their families the extra
tuition dollars and costs associated with an
extra year or more of undergraduate study.

Each participating student will be
contacted soon about registration. We plan to
have all seventy of the new members of the
College of University Studies registered
before they arrive on campus for their
orientation sessions in June, which will
feature special meetings and programs for
new members of the program.

Work will aso begin this summer on
renovations to the Mary Lyons building that
will create anew home space for University
Studies. The plansinclude a cyber-café
lounge area and a meeting room, adesign
intended to bring our studentsinto alarger,
friendlier, and more central space, something
we expect to help both build the College of
University Studies community and ease
student transition i nto campus life.

<CONTINUES ON PG 4>



What's Next
for the College of University Studies?

<CONTINUED FROM PG 3> The growth of the programis possible
in part because of the Donald P. Wharton Endowment, a
$100,000.00 fund to support the College of University Studies
and work with deciding students. We are immensely grateful to
President Wharton, the president under whose leadership this
program began, to Provost and Vice-President Virginia Barry,
and to the President’ s Council and all the donorsto this fund. We
appreciate your foresight and concern for the deciding studert,
and pledge to match your commitment with our own, as we work
to be there for these students, and to bring them the resources and
personal attention needed to select the most appropriate mgjor,
and plot a course of action leading to graduation by the most
effective route possible.

We're also grateful to the studentsin our pilot program,
many of whomare moving onto bigger and better things. We
appreciate your commitment to yourselves, your investment in
your future, and your participationinour program. We'll use
everything we' ve learned during our pilot year to make the
College of University Studies a better place for future students.
Begi nning right now!
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University Studies

Q&A

Declaring a Major

QZ Do | need you to sign my declaration of
major form? Where can | get the form? Why
should | declare amajor right now, if I'm
already registered for classes this fall — can't |
just wait?

A we ve sent you the form via campus mail.
It's dso available on the Registrar’ s pages on
the Plymouth State University website (visit us
at http://www.plymouth.edu/unistu and follow a
link on the Resources for Students page or
comein to Frost House, where we' re happy to
help you.) No, you don't need a signature from
us to declare a major — you need the signature of
the chair of your new department, then to
deliver the form to the registrar’ s office. Once
you' ve chosen amajor, you should declare as
soon as possible. Not only is it asign of your
commitment, but it helps your new department
home to plan to meet your needs in the coming
years. Some departments also have information
or publications specifically for majors, and they
won’t know to send them to you unless you
declare the major. If you' re ready, you should
declare because it makes it essier for all
concerned.

We hope you' |l stay in touch with the friends you' ve made inthe College of University
Studies. And we hope you'll stay in touch with us as well! Though most of you are
moving on, and will beworking with academic advisorsinyour new home departments,
we'restill invested in your success. We care, and we' |l always be happy to hear from

you.
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