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THE National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) provides essential research fund-
ing to Dartmouth College, the Dartmouth 
Geisel School of 
Medicine, and 
Dartmouth Health. 
A recent Trump 
administration 
policy threatens this 
support by capping 
NIH indirect cost 
reimbursements at 
15%. This severe cut 
could remove tens of millions of dollars 
and potentially thousands of jobs from 
New Hampshire’s health care research 
infrastructure and broader economy.

Look, I get that it might be gratifying to 
stick it to the elitist snobs at Dartmouth 
but consider the broader implications. 
The whole purpose of Dartmouth’s NIH-
funded research program is to solve health 
problems that affect families here in New 
Hampshire and across the country. My 
research, for example, focuses on addic-
tion. I rely on NIH funding to answer ques-
tions such as: What are the pros and cons 
of legalizing cannabis in New Hampshire? 
How can we improve treatment for teen-
agers and young adults struggling with 
opioid addiction? How is social media 
affecting children’s mental health?

I’m effectively a public servant. Your 
tax dollars fund my research so that I can 
try to solve problems that affect you, your 
family, and your neighbors.

Addiction research is only one example. 
NIH funding allows Dartmouth to hire 
scientific and administrative personnel, 
maintain specialized research facilities, 
and run clinical trials that lead to new 
treatments. Indirect cost reimbursements 
cover daily lab operations, regulatory 
compliance, equipment maintenance, 
secure data storage, and the high-perfor-
mance computing required to analyze 
complex health data. These resources help 

researchers design experiments, manage 
trials, maintain safety standards, and keep 
pace with new discoveries. Cutting the 
NIH indirect rate means that Dartmouth 
loses its capacity to create new treatments 
and deliver them to New Hampshire’s 
communities.

The damage also extends to New 
Hampshire’s economy. Indirect funds 
do more than keep labs functional; they 
sustain contracts with businesses across 
New Hampshire, such as IT and security 
services, medical and laboratory suppli-
ers, electricians and HVAC technicians, 
transportation services, construction 

firms, waste management, and equipment 
maintenance. Every dollar of NIH fund-
ing awarded in New Hampshire generates 
roughly $2.40 in economic activity in our 
state, so losing tens of millions in grant 
funds would cut far more than that from 
our state’s economy.

Because of this threat, 22 attorneys 
general — from Republican-leaning and 
Democrat-leaning states — filed a lawsuit 
to protect their universities, hospitals, and 
state economies. Every New England state 
AG joined except New Hampshire’s. Why?

I contacted the Attorney General’s of-
fice twice in mid-February to ask why he 
didn’t join the lawsuit. I got no response. 
And to my knowledge, his office has not 
issued any public explanation. So now I 
have to write this public opinion piece to 
get my question answered.

I am making a fair and reasonable 
request: transparency from New Hamp-
shire’s leaders. If the AG has a valid reason 
for staying out of this lawsuit, the people of 
New Hampshire should hear it.

Attorney General Formella, why didn’t 
you join the lawsuit? With millions of dol-
lars, critical health research, and signifi-
cant job losses at stake, Granite Staters 
deserve a clear answer.

 . 

Jacob Borodovsky lives in Newmarket.
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A RECENTLY published op-ed 
might have given readers the 
impression that Plymouth State 
University (PSU) “is in 
an uproar.” Absolutely 
nothing could be further 
from the truth. Below, I 
will attempt to explain 
why PSU is better-
positioned than any 
other state-supported 
college in the country to 
deal with the enormous 
demographic shift in 
college-age students.

Plymouth State Uni-
versity faces financial 
and curriculum offering 
issues like those of other institu-
tions of higher learning in states 
that do not receive an adequate 
amount of support from their 
respective state coffers. One 
need not look any further than 
Vermont (which ranks 49th 
above 50th-ranked University 
System of New Hampshire, of 
which PSU is a member, for 
public support from its state 
legislature) to see the issues 
that have resulted in closing at 
least one of their state colleges. 
States like Massachusetts, where 
legislators have committed 
enormous public resources to 
higher education, are offering 
free tuition to a larger cohort 
of students, many of which are 
the same students who, for a lot 
reasons, might choose Plymouth 
State. Bottom line: it’s difficult to 
compete with free.

I wish to set the record 
straight regarding PSU having 
to reduce courses and faculty. 
There is a confluence of fac-
tors making it very difficult 
to continue to deliver public 
higher education as we have 
known it in the past. It is a fact 
that the state of New Hamp-
shire contributes less funding 
to public higher education than 
any other state in the country. 
It is not my intent to debate the 
pros and cons of why our legis-
lature chooses to contribute so 
little to higher education; this 
probably won’t change until 
voters decide to make it a ballot 
box issue. It is also a fact that 
the University System of New 
Hampshire is doing a great job 
educating its students. We are 
still able to offer programs that 
prepare our students for the 
jobs and careers that our state 
and nation need.

The reason I wish to speak 
specifically about Plymouth 
State is because that is where the 
current noise is. The entire Uni-
versity System of New Hamp-
shire is working hard to deliver a 
great and much-needed product 
as efficiently and economically 
as possible. It is doing so even 
though there has been a dramat-
ic decline in college-age stu-

dents throughout the nation, but 
particularly in a state as “gray” 
(present company included) as 

New Hampshire.
The administration at 

PSU has done an amaz-
ing job of fortifying its 
academic programs with 
curricula and programs 
that are germane to the 
current needs of gradu-
ates — and employers. 
This may be one of the 
reasons why enrollment 
numbers this year look 
like certain programs are 
overperforming.

Naturally, when 
forced to examine budgets, 
leaders must examine pro-
grams in which fewer students 
are enrolling and make some 
difficult decisions. Administra-
tors recognize that PSU can’t 
be everything to everyone; in 
today’s economic environment, 
no public institution can.

The good news is that Plym-
outh State University developed 
and employs a unique approach 
to teaching based on combin-
ing interdisciplinary subjects 
through its Cluster model. In so 
doing, PSU is much better posi-
tioned than other institutions to 
deal with shrinking enrollment. 
Many of the programs that fall 
under general studies and hu-
manities can be woven into one 
of PSU’s integrated academic 
clusters. If not for this approach, 
it is likely that layoffs would oth-
erwise have already been essen-
tial. This is not to say that there 
won’t be layoffs — it means that 
PSU will be less susceptible.

It is also worth remind-
ing readers that this innova-
tive learning model has been 
implemented at none other than 
the college that the Wall Street 
Journal featured on a front-page 
article in June 2017. In that 
article, the Journal emphasized 
that out of all the public colleges 
and universities in the nation, 
Plymouth State University 
delivered the best results when it 
came to improving critical think-
ing skills over four years.

The bottom line is that given 
the dramatic decline in college 
age-students, it is inevitable 
that cuts will need to be made. 
That is true throughout higher 
education. PSU will be able to 
significantly reduce the fallout 
by incorporating certain classes 
into its clusters. The positive 
economic impact of PSU faculty, 
students, and alumni on the 
state of New Hampshire far 
exceeds its investment, and it is 
worthy of additional attention 
and support.

 . 

Wayne P. Semprini is a trustee of the 
University System of New Hampshire. He lives in 
Newington.

PSU is ready to adapt 
to a graying state

“There Is Nothing So Powerful As Truth” — Daniel Webster

“Where the Spirit of the Lord Is, There Is Liberty” — II Corinthians 3:17
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Letters

New Hampshire Voices
New Hampshire Voices is a 

regular feature, replacing our 
editorial page with Granite 
State viewpoints and letters.

Letters should be sent to 
Letters@UnionLeader. com. 
Opinion pieces may be sent 
to Opinion@ UnionLeader.
com. Letters must be within 
the body of the email. Attach-
ments won’t be opened. Due 
to volume, submissions can-
not be acknowledged.

pass HB 675 to end lavish 
spending on education

To the Editor: Support House 
Bill 675, which aims to reform 
school district budgeting and 
education funding in New 
Hampshire.

HB 675 imposes spending 
caps on local school districts and 
adjusts the statewide education 
property tax system.

From July 1, 2025, to June 30, 
2027, districts must cap bud-
gets at the previous year’s level 
adjusted by the average inflation 
rate of the past five years.

Post-June 30, 2027, budgets 
are limited to the average of the 
preceding five years or the pre-
vious year’s budget adjusted by 
the average percentage change 
in student enrollment over the 
past five years, whichever is 
greater.

Municipalities exceeding 
SWEPT requirements for an 
adequate education must remit 
excess funds to the state’s Educa-
tion Trust Fund.

HB 675 passed the New Hamp-
shire House on March 13, 2025, 
with a vote of 190-185. It now 
must pass the full House again 
before moving to the Senate.

Some critics argue that the 
bill would restrict local control. 
While “local control” promotes 
community governance, it 
also can sometimes reflect the 
interests of a small, engaged 
group rather than the broader 
population. Local budget 
decisions are often influenced 
by active civic participants, 
such as special interest groups 
and well-organized advocacy 
organizations, which may not 
always align with the commu-
nity’s needs.

Contact your local representa-
tives and state senators and ask 
them to support HB 675.

PHILIP J. ABIRACHED
Windham

who’s to blame for this fiasco?

To the Editor: It hasn’t even 
been six months into President 
Donald Trump’s second admin-
istration and the amateur hour 
is on full display from the top 
down: from the president to his 
cabinet, all the way to his staff, 
and most impressively with his 
press secretary.

While it may not have been 
classified, not only do you not 
discuss “sensitive” information 
on a “chat line” regardless of 
the encryption, you don’t have 
a discussion over the mission’s 
objective. Giving the time, loca-
tion and type of attack on an ad-
versary gives that adversary the 
opportunity to take appropriate 
defensive measures if it has the 
capabilities. By sheer luck, the 
pilots involved came back alive.

This is what happens when you 
hire and appoint golf buddies, 
“yes” men, and men and women 
who look good on TV, to sensitive 
positions. Call it what you want 
but resignations and termina-
tions are in order.

JAMES FIEST
Spruce Street, Manchester

Will Formella stand up for NH’s health and economy?

Jacob 
Borodovsky

many vulnerable people rely 
on medicaid just to survive

To the Editor: As the legal 
guardian of my disabled daugh-
ter, I know firsthand that Med-
icaid is the only way she can 
access the necessary medical and 
mental health care she needs to 
survive. Medicare alone doesn’t 
cover all costs, and purchasing a 
higher-benefit plan would take 
away the limited funds she relies 
on just to live and meet basic 
needs.

Social Security isn’t enough. At 
the end of the day, rent must be 
paid first, leaving very little room 
for anything else. Medicaid is 
vital for my daughter’s survival.

I have cared for my daughter 
since she became disabled at age 
30 — she is now 48. The reporting 
requirements and documenta-
tion can be overwhelming, but I 
am willing to do whatever it takes 
to keep her covered.

While I am at retirement age 
now, I still worry about what the 
fate of the Medicaid program will 
look like. What happens when 
I am no longer able to care and 
advocate for her?

This is why New Hampshire 
needs Medicaid. Too many 
vulnerable people rely on it and 
without it they would have no-
where to turn. I urge our leaders 
to safeguard Medicaid, so fami-
lies like mine don’t have to live in 
fear of losing critical care for our 
loved ones.

DORIS MASSETTI
Front Street, Nashua

Wayne P. 
Semprini


